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Suit: Marty ran 
the Beep’s office 
like a f rat house 

By Stephen Brown two took under oath. Both lengthy 

The Brooklyn Paper interviews — conductedinlateFeb- 

Pres iTfc htgMSfigiw - ruary — hint at Weiss’s claim that 
itz turned his office into a macho Markowitz ignored “inappropriate 

frat house featuring sexist sexual activity” — though the 

jokes, double standards activity itself is never spe- 

and possible violation of ^ cifically addressed, 
campaign regulations, ~ But the interviews 

bombshell court doc- Ik do address at length 

uments revealed this how other problematic 

week. |R — ^ Borough Hall staffers 

Markowitz’s top 8 staff I Y tral to Weiss’s claim that 

have emerged from the T, J she was unfairly forced out 

sex discrimination suit y / of her job despite having 

brought by Markowitz’s done it well, 

former communications A complaint by a former 

director, Regina Weiss, which staffer mentioned by Atkins in the 

portray a work environment filled deposition provides an example of 
with chauvinist wisecracks and even the macho humor at Borough Hall 
“volunteer” work for Markowitz’s that contaminated the workplace, 
re-election campaign. In the deposition, Atkins, who 

The descriptions of the goings- was chief of staff from2003 to 2008, 
on come straight from Markowitz recalls a male staffer’s inappropri- 
himself, along with former chief of ate “joke about a sausage” that of- 
staff, Greg Atkins, in depositions the See MARTY on page 10 


CHURCH OF HOOPS 



i Barclays Center to have 
a 'meditation' room 


Call it Zen and the art of basket- 
all. 

The Brooklyn Paper has learned 
that the Barclays Center will be the 
first sports arena to feature a med- 
itation chamber — an intriguing 
element that is one of the few un- 
reported details of the widely cov- 
ered home of the future Brook- 
lyn Nets. 

The concept was envisioned 
by the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, 
the fiery pastor of the House of 
the Lord Pentecostal Church 
on Atlantic Avenue, who has 
played a behind-the-scenes 
role to acquire various “com- 
munity benefits” from de- 
veloper Bruce Ratner. 
This meditation room 
appears to be one of 

“The idea is to say to 
people there are values 
in reflection, contem- 
plation,” explained 
Daughtry, who gave 



There'll be a "meditation" room 
inside the Barclays Center. You 
can pray for anything in there, 
even the Nets! 

the convocation at the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the arena last month. 

“Whenever you’re in the arena, you 
can go to meditate.” 

Daughtry added that the “medita- 
tion room” was a watered-down ver- 
sion of what he initially wanted in the 
arena: a chapel. 

“I got plastered for that,” he said. 

See CHURCH on page 10 
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Cherry Blake of St. Marks Avenue 
can not leave her tulips outside 
because they get stolen. 


Lock up your daisies! 

There's a flower thief on the loose in Park Slope 


By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A green- thumbed burglar is on the 
loose in Park Slope, striking fear in 
the roots of plants, and forcing own- 
ers to safeguard their property by any 
means necessary. 

Victims say that the bandit has been 
stealing buds and bulbs for some time 


in and around Sixth, St. Marks and 
Flatbush avenues. 

And the thief isn’t discriminating, 
snatching all manner of flora from 
stoops or front gardens, and forcing 
owners to tether their pots with sturdy 
cables, or even cement them firmly 
to the ground. 

“Every spring, those of us with 


front yards have to chain our plants,” 
said Pauline Blake, who lives on St. 
Marks Avenue and is also president of 
the 78th Precinct Community Coun- 
cil, a civic group that meets monthly 
with cops. 

Blake said her household has 
been victimized by the flower fiend 
for years — indeed, last week, the 


kleptofloramaniac nabbed Blake’s sis- 
ter’s red flowerpot — but left behind 
the small pine tree that once called 
it home. “We figured the next thing 
is that they’re coming for the plant,” 
she said. Last year, the thief made off 
with the Blake’s azaleas. 

“They just come in and help them- 
See THIEF on page 10 


This really stinks 

Stalled construction project smells disgusting 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Great Recession really stinks 
— and for one Park Slope family, it’s 
literal. 

Steve Shepard, who lives next to a 
troubled construction site on Fourth 
Avenue between Fifth and Sixth streets, 
says that a fetid stench from gasoline 
and oil overwhelms his co-op apart- 
ment and can be smelled from as much 
as a block away. 

“It smells like a refinery! It gives 
my wife headaches and a sore throat,” 
said Shepard. 

The torrential downpours oflast week 
onlymade matters worse. Shepard now 
worries that hot weather will create a 
Biblical plague of putrid odors. 

A spokeswoman for the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conserva- 



NOSE-O- METER 


tion said that the odors were tied to 
“small amounts of petroleum float- 
ing in some standing water.” 

The spokeswoman, Lori Severino, 
also noted that the site has been on the 
city’s radar since 1989 as being possi- 
bly contaminated. Clean-up proposals 
were first made by BP in 2007. 

A year later, developer Isaac Katan 
proposed a 12-story, 107-unit building 


that would have remedied the contam- 
ination while building stylish structure 
next door to another luxurious condo 
building on Fourth Avenue, the Novo. 

Some excavation took place, but 
the recession put the full plan on hold. 
But the smell continued. 

To top it off, the company in charge 
ofthe project, Tona Development, took 
three feet of the Shepards’ porch to 
make room for “construction” on the 
former gas station. 

A secretary at Tona Development 
referred a Brooklyn Paper reporter 
to Vito Cardinale and Nick Ponzio, 
whom she said were the owners of 
the troubled site. 

When reached by telephone, Car- 
dinale said, “I don’t know why Tona 
referred you to me, I’m only an inves- 
tor. You should talk to them.” Ponzio 



did not return several calls. 

Unfortunately for Shepard, it doesn’t 
look the stinky situation will be rem- 
edied anytime soon. 

“More-permanent [odor] solutions 
will be discussed as part of the reme- 
dial action plan being developed now,” 


said Tom Mueller, a spokesman for 
BP, which remains on the hook for 
the clean-up. “ [The plan will assume 
that] the construction project will not 
move forward.” 

Messages left at Katan Develop- 
ers were not returned. 


TISH- 

GRACE 

ENDS! 


Councilwoman Letitia James has 
quietly dropped her much-mocked 
personal injury lawsuit that sought 
unspecified damages 
from an itinerant 
laborer because 



James 

The Brooklyn Pa- 
per on Tuesday that ^ 
she dropped the case 
because it had become “a distrac- 
m from important issues like fire- 
houses closing, police being laid off 
and daycare centers closing.” 
Before dropping the suit, the 
Democratic lawmaker, who makes 
$122,500 a year as the people’s rep- 
resentative in Fort Greene and Clin- 
ton Hill, sought damages for wounds 
she claims to have sustained on July 
1 1 when she walked into a four-inch 
hitch protruding from David Day’s 
parked car. 

James told this newspaper the 
bump caused a seven-inch scar on 
See TISH on page 10 


Big cover-up 
at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The metallic orbs in 
the funky playground in 
the new Brooklyn Bridge 
Park are literally scalding 
the children! 

The cries of the lit- 
tle tykes and sizzling of 
burning flesh got so bad 
in Wednesday’s 86-degree 
weather that workers in the 
Pier 1 segment of the pro- 
posedpark installed festival 
tents above the 125-plus-de- 
gree steel mounds to shade 

“When we came the first 
time it was nice, until he got 
burned! ” said Lisa Bruno, 
the nanny for a sensitive 
young 3-year-old named. 


appropriately enough given 
the heat, August. “Now I 
won’t even let him get near 
the toys. What were they 
thinking when they in- 
stalled these?” 

A little later, park-goers 
used a newfangled digital 
thermometer on the unus- 
able half-orbs, revealing 
that the temperature was a 
whopping 127.9 degrees — 
just 30 degrees less than the 
frying point of an egg! 

The workers had posted 
signage earlier this week 
warning parents and care- 
givers ofthe dangerous play 
equipment: “Steel dome 
play structures can be hot,” 
the sign said. “Once the tree 
canopy fills in we expect the 
shade provided will allevi- 



With tempuratures exceeding 125 degrees on 
some blazing-hot metal play pieces at the new 
playground at Brooklyn Bridge Park, workers 
installed a tent to cool things down. 


ate this condition.” 

But the trees didn’t grow 
fast enough to muffle the 
screams coming from the 
foot of Old Fulton Street. 
Festival tents were put up at 
about 1 pm Wednesday to 
shade each of three climb- 
ing domes. 

Park developers said the 


tents were a quick fix. 

“Injuries are our worst 
fear — that’s why we’ve 
put up the tents,” said Beth 
Mitchell, spokeswoman for 
the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation. “The 
trees will fill out early in the 
spring and get really leafy. 
They will help a lot.” 



How to cope with a zombie invasion 

Advice from an expert. GO Brooklyn: Page 5 


Parks Department says 
Pros. Park lake is clean 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The lake in Prospect Park was given 
a clean bill of health by the city’s envi- 
ronmental agency — but the findings 
were immediately criticized by wildlife 
lovers who believe that the waterway 
has become toxic and deadly after two 
weeks of mysterious dumping of chicken 
heads and animal entrails. 

The fortnight of terror climaxed with 
the death of John Boy, one of the lake’s 
beloved swans, though Park officials 
have said she was killed by a rival wa- 
terfowl, not by the foul conditions in 
the lake. 



FLASHBACK: What really hap- 
pend to John Boy? 


“Samples from Prospect Park Lake 
were normal and there was no indica- 
tion of any substances that could en- 
danger wildlife in or around the lake,” 


said Eugene Patron, a Prospect Park 
spokesman. 

The tests — carried out separately 
by the Department of Environmental 
Protection and a team from Brooklyn 
College — “confirmed a healthy eco- 
system,” according to Patron. 

Some swan-lovers remained skepti- 
cal of the results, and insisted that the 
tests — which were carried out after 
the torrential downpour of last week 
— were not indicative of the filthy state 
of the lake. 

“The city has effectively taken sam- 
ples of the rain water out of the lake for 

See PARK on page 10 


Park's Tupper Thomas retires 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Those shoes are big, green and 
hard to fill. 

The city is undertaking a nation- 
wide search to replace retiring Prospect 
Park administrator Tupper Thomas, 
who spent the last 30 years turning 
the park from a once-great urban oa- 
sis marred by syringes, graffiti and 
crack vials into one filled with dog 


runs, bucolic green meadows, mil- 
lions of visitors and ... the occasional 
crack vial. 

Thomas, 65, joked that her suc- 
cessor’s resume will have to be much 
more impressive than hers when she 
landed the gig back in 1980. 

“If I’d been offered today’s job [of 
park administrator] when I was 35, 
I wouldn’t have been qualified,” she 
See THOMAS on page 12 
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dependence 
on opioid 
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Private 
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in- office 
treatment 
can transform 
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‘Sal the Barber’ is dead 

Smith Street fixture for four decades was 70 



Giorgio Zocco, a staple 
at his Smith Street barber- 
shop for decades, died on 
Sunday, ending 40 years of 
old-school dedication to his 
craft and his neighborhood. 
He was 70. 

Zocco, whom everyone 
called “Sal the Barber,” died 
in the emergency roomofBeth 
Israel Hospital in Manhattan 
after a stent that had been put 
in his stomach several years 
ago failed to contain a grow- 
ing aneurysm. 

The death ends nearly half 
a century of hair styling and 
story telling on Smith Street 
between Union and Sackett 
streets, where Zocco hadbeen 
in business since the 1970s. 

Giorgio Zocco left his na- 
tive Pozzallo, Sicily, when 
he was 1 3 — but rather than 
heading for the fruitful of- 
ferings of America, he set 
sail for Venezuela, where he 
learned to cut hair. 

“His family sent him all 



Georgio "Sal" Zucco, a fixture on Smith Street, has died. 


alonetomakemoneyforhim- — one that he eventually “When he was cutting 
self” said Zocco’s son. Mi- purchased before moving my hair he got this far away 
chaelZocco. “That’s whenhe the entire operation in 1979 look,” Said Aaron Hillis, a 
learned to be a barber — and to 299 Smith St., where he customer of Sal’s for six 
he was one ever since.” also lived. years. “It was a half-smile. 

Zocco first worked in a His clients were many — You knew he was entranced 
different Smith Street shop and loyal. by what he was doing.” 


Hillis said that Zocco’s 
personality was as unfor- 
gettable as his haircuts. 

“He was friendly and gre- 
garious,” said Hillis. “I al- 
ways admired him for his 
bluntness and the way he 
told stories.” 

The shop’s window displays 
pictures of Sal doing what he 
loved — sitting his barbershop 
and, in another, dancing with 
his late wife, Maria. 

Zocco is survived by Mi- 
chael and two other children: 
Carmela Alicia and Peter. 


Electric horsepower 

Emission-free car hits city, though not the market 


I s the electric car the fu- 
ture of transportation as 
we know it — or just a 
new form of snake oil, al- 
beit with a green hue? 

I had a chance to con- 
sider this ques- 
tion first hand 
last Thursday 
when I hopped 
behind the wheel 
of a sweet little 


that we could see that it cre- 
ates no emissions (I’ll admit, 
I was not the first volunteer 
inside the bubble). 

But here’s the catch: 
There’s no pricetag, yet. 

7 J CampbeUh 

~ Soup 


Begin by calling: 

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates 

161 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1 
Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 237-2150 


Arnold Licht, MD 


Steven Newman, MD 


ride called the 
THINK City super car — an The goal right now is to con- 
all-electric car that can go vince local governments, like 
about a 100 miles, yet cost the East Coast’s biggest car 
just two cents in fuel. The buyer, New York City, to toss 
manufacturers gave the press away those Chevys and Pri- 
test drives on Pier 7 at the uses and switch over to an 
foot of Atlantic Avenue as all-electric fleet, 
part of a roll-out campaign That would jumpstart the 

timed to the New York Auto market, which would encour- 
Show in the city. age entrepreneurs to set up 

This is no putt-putt golf charging stations, 
cart. This is a real car with The Department of Trans- 

real pickup (35 green horses portation is already on board 
under the hood, baby) and — to a point, 
more space than its minia- “We’re very support- 
ture predecessor, the Smart ive because electric drive 
Car. The makers even put the could play a significant role 
car inside a plastic bubble so in the city fleet in terms of 



The makers of the Think electric car let our re- 
porter drive it around in a bubble — to prove that 
there's no exhaust. 

cost saving and emissions,” looking at making it avail- 
saidMark Simon, spokesman able and seeing where it fits 
for the agency’s alternative with all city agencies.” 
fuels wing. “We’re definitely THINK officials said 


they’re looking at 2012 or 
2013 to put the cars — al- 
ready a hit in European coun- 
tries where gas prices reach 
$ 8 per gallon or more — on 
the New York market, but 
there are still some huge hur- 
dles to tackle. 

First, there’s the bat- 
tery. Barry Carr, spokes- 
man for THINK, said it’ll 
cost $15,000 for a replace- 
ment after the 12-year war- 
ranty is up. That’s like buy- 
ing a whole new car every 
decade — though the com- 
pany is talking about some 
sort of recycling-rebate pro- 

Next comes an even big- 
ger problem: where to plug 
in when you’ve parked two 
blocks from your house and 
the longest extension cord 
you have is 12 feet. 

THINK is working with 
Clean Cities — a city group 
dedicated to lowering green- 
house gas emissions through 
alternative fuel sources — 
to come up with easy-to-in- 
stall power sources in parking 
garages, hotels and parking 
stalls citywide. Eventually, 
charging stations will be ev- 
erywhere, we’re told. 

Maybe, but it’s 2010. 
Weren’t we all supposed to 
be driving electric cars — 
that fly! — by now? 
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Call 1-800-345-8767 to 
book your getaway today! 
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LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN 


“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
| James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.” 

—Apartment Therapy 

J Over twenty years 
5 experience in residential 
I & commercial 
i landscaping projects 

• Garden Installation • Brick Walls • Fences 

• Bluestone Patio & Sidewalks • Plants 

• Retaining Walls • Lighting • Irrigation 
I Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156 

View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com 


RED HOOK 



Triciann Botta's wine store is about to open, thanks 
to a license granted by the State Liquor Authority. 

War is over! 

Van Brunt liquor store 
finally gets its license 


La guerra di vino in Red Hook e finita! 

After a month of opposition from a nearby competi- 
tor, a new Red Hook wine store has finally received its 
license from the State Liquor Authority. 

The epic wine war on Van Brunt Street between the 
owners of the two stores, Dry Dock and Botta di Vino, 
climaxed not with a bang but with a whimper — a quick, 
unanimous and quiet hearing by the liquor authority. 

“No one showed up [to oppose it]. Case closed, that 
was it,” said a relieved Triciann Botta, one of the own- 
ers of the store that bears her name. 

Now, Botta hopes to open Botta di Vino next week. 

The uneventful denouement is a far cry from late Feb- 
ruary, when the war of the rose was at its peak. 

The owners of the new Dry Dock at Van Brunt and 
Wolcott streets, Ron and Mary Kyle, had opposed the 
Botta’s application on the grounds that the neighbor- 
hood could not sustain two high-end wine vendors in 
such close proximity. 

To add a little resentment to the mix, the Botta’s posh 
store was built on the Discovery Channel’s dime as part 
of an upcoming reality show called, “Construction In- 


And just to add a few more sour grapes, a “bullet- 
proof’ liquor store is only one block from Botta di Vino, 
which is between Wolcott and Dikeman streets. 

That meant three wine vendors within only four blocks 
of each other. 

In the end, the liquor authority chose to ignore the 
Kyle’s claim — though the couple did successfully de- 
lay the Bottas’ license by raising a last-minute objec- 
tion over a sentence on the Botta di Vino Web site that 
suggested that customers could enjoy a glass of wine 
in their courtyard. 

All that did was delay the Bottas’ license for two 
weeks. But in the end, the board approved the applica- 
tion — though one of the commissioners offered a part- 
ing word of advice. 

“Anything you’re not sure you should do, ask your 
lawyer first!” said Commissioner Noreen Healey. 

Botta, who was eager to open her store, said that Red 
Hook had grown weary of the showdown. 

“I think the consensus in the neighborhood is that 
small businesses are a good thing and should support 
each other,” she said. 

The Kyles did not respond to a request for com- 


WILLIAMSBURG 


PARK SLOPE 


The plane truth 

Feds not going to do anything noise 


Federal aviation officials 
faced a barrage of complaints 
last Thursday night from 
Park Slope residents, who 
fervently described an in- 
cessant barrage of aircraft 
noise that they say will only 
get worse. 

The heated meeting fea- 
tured a stunning dichotomy: 
As much as Federal Avia- 
tion Administration and 
Port Authority officials re- 
lied on technical jargon, air- 
craft noise opponents relied 
on their passion for the sub- 
ject — even going so far as 
to read a letter from a sym- 
pathizer who said that her 
cancer was exacerbated by 
low-flying airplanes. 

But the officials from the 
FAA, as well as the Port Au- 
thority — which operates La 
Guardia airport — were un- 


moved. While not disputing 
any of the opponents’ basic 
data on low-flying airplanes, 
they said their hands were 
tied when tweaking the flight 
patterns of the most cluttered 
airspace in the country. 

“All these flight patterns 
are tightly maintained,” said 
FAA representative Stepha- 
nie Branta, while standing in 
front of a complex map of 
flights sweeping over Park 
Slope and Prospect Park. “We 
have guidelines that must be 
followed.” 

But Jim Williams of 
Brooklyn Against Aircraft 
Noise wasn’t sympathetic. 

“We can’t sit on our deck 
anymore!” Williams said. 
“Every minute — whoosh 
Whoosh! We can watch them 
fly overhead.” 

The anti-aircraft noise ac- 
tivists cited data that they had 
acquired through a Freedom 
of Information Law request, 


along with their own sound 
readings, which they said 
proved that flights were bom- 
barding the neighborhood 
with roaring turbines. 

But many of the anti- 
noise advocates’ proposed 
solutions were quickly re- 
buffed by the government 

One suggestion was that 
air-traffic controllers at La 
Guardia send more planes to a 
runway that is neglected com- 
pared to the one that receives 
planes flying over Park Slope 
roughly every 30 seconds — 
to which Branta gruffly re- 
plied: “Does anyone under- 
stand how runway selection 
is made?” (As it turns out, 
runways are selected by ideal 
wind conditions.) 

Another suggestion was 
that planes follow the path 
of the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway instead of the route 
stretching from Bay Ridge, 


through Park Slope, and 
straight to La Guardia. 

“It’s not safe,” said Ralph 
Tamburro of the FAA. “Air- 
craft can’t navigate thatpre- 

But without any reforms 
in air traffic management — 
and with advances in tech- 
nology making landing more 
efficient — Park Slope will 
be even noisier, according 
to Jeffrey Starin, a licensed 

“With this next genera- 
tion [navigation] technol- 
ogy they’re rolling out — if 
you think it’s bad now, just 
wait. Things are not going to 
be pretty,” Starin said. 

Things certainly don’t 
look like they’ll change for 
the better. By the end of the 
meeting, held by the Park 
Slope Civic Council at New 
YorkMethodist Hospital, avi- 
ation officials weren’t prom- 
ising anything. 

In a moment that high- 
lighted how heated the debate 
had become. Civic Council 
President Ken Freeman asked 
if any members would like 
to take the lead on further 
dialogue. 

There were no volun- 
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COBBLE HILL 


Barneys coming to Atlantic 


By Michele De Meglio 


The Br 


oklyn Pi 


Hold on to your Manolos, 
fashionistas! Barneys i 
ing to Cobble Hill! 

OK, it’s only Barneys Co- 
op, an offshoot of the up- 
scale Manhattan apparel 
retailer, but shoppers can’t 
wait for the Atlantic Ave- 
nue boutique. 

“This is so awesome!” 
squealed Jeannie Chan, who 
works near the store, which 
will open in September next 
doorto Trader Joe’s. “I’mgo- 
ing to be there on my lunch 
break searching for Juicy 
Couture stuff.” 

Barneys spokesperson 
Dawn Brown said the cut- 
ting-edge co-op shared the 
enthusiasm. 

“We’re super excited,” she 
said. “Tons of our custom- 
ers already live in Brooklyn 
so this is bringing Barneys 
closer to them.” 

Barneys Co-op focuses on 



young emerging designers 
crafting cutting-edge wares, 
which may be slightly less 


jt the country. “I’m not wary, just indif- 

Shoppers are jazzed, but ferent,” said Danielle Lis- 
)t everyone is singing the sance, manager of Diane T., a 
expensive than the Manhat- praises of Barneys — espe- boutique on Court Street be- 
tan outpost. There are several cially those who could lose tween Congress and Amity 
such Co-op stores through- business. streets in Cobble Hill. 


CLINTON HILL 


After squawk, less ‘Walk’ 

Group trims Bedford pedestrian mall 


Williamsburg Walks has 
been shortened to a crawl. 

Bowing to pressure from 
some business owners, orga- 
nizers of the Bedford Avenue 
street festival agreed to con- 
dense the summertime pe- 
destrian mall from six Sat- 
urdays to one weekend, June 
26 and 27. 

The festival originated as 
a pilot program two years 
ago which shut down bus- 
tling Bedford Avenue to traf- .2 
fic for four Saturdays in July g- 
and August. The event dou- | 
bled foot traffic, according » 
to a Transportation Altema- S. 
tives study, but retailers com- 1 1 
plained of lost profits on their 
busiest day of the week. - . 

Asaresult,NeighborsAl- |l 
lied for Good Growth was u I 
forced to make the change. Madeline Virbasius, the manager of Jumelle bou- 

“ThankGodthey’vecutit,” tique on Bedford Avenue, said the cut in Williams- 
said Jill Goldhand, the owner burg Walks is a "fair compromise." 



of the N. Sixth Street furni- 
ture store AandGMerch, who 
urged festival organizers to 
reduce the schedule. 

Williamsburg Walks 
may be shorter, but Neigh- 
bors Allied for Good 
Growth said it will be better. 
“We are confident that the 
event will be fantastic and 
we will establish a sustain- 
able model for the years to 
come,” said event organizer 
Gregor Nemitz-Ziadie. 

For Jumelle’s Made- 
line Vibrasius, who runs a 
clothing boutique on Bed- 
ford Avenue near N. Eighth 
Street, the revised schedule 
is a “fair compromise” be- 
tween the merchants and Wil- 
liamsburg Walks. 


of a chaotic feeling and have 
more of a festive summer feel- 
ing that brings the commu- 
nity together,” said Vibra- 
sius. “We’re looking forward 
to this event so we won’t have 
to dread it anymore.” 

Williamsburg Walks will 
host a public forum at Ted- 
dy's Bar and Grill [96 Berry 
St. between N. Eighth and 
Berry streets, Williamsburg] 
on April 21 at 6 pm. 


Rapist caught 


By Gersh Kuntzman 


Thet 


•oklyn f 


Police say that they have arrested the man wanted for 
two rapes in and around Clinton Hill last month. 

Cops announced last Friday that they had arrested 
Dupree Nicholson, 26, of Fort Greene and charged him 
with rape, sexual assault and robbery stemming from 
two alleged attacks. 

The first incident was on March 16, when a 56-year- 
old woman was raped at gunpoint at around 1 am near 
Fulton Street and Franklin Avenue. Police say that the 
creep forced the woman into a nearby park, where he 
then sexually assaulted her and struck her in the head 
with his gun. 

Seven days later, a 42-year-old woman was brutally 
attacked in Clinton Hill. 

According to police, the victim was on Gates Ave- 
nue between Classon Avenue and Irving Place at around 
4:30 am when the hooded brute dragged her across the 
street and then raped and sodomized her in a vacant lot 
between two buildings. 

Police did not reveal any details about the arrest of 
Nicholson, who lives on Hanson Place, but the arrest 
itself was enough to earn praise from Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene), who has sometimes 
been critical of the NYPD. 

“I applaud both the 79th and 88th precincts for ... a 
speedy arrest, though I remain concerned that this in- 
dividual seemed to be conscious of the gap that exists 
in these few blocks between Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Clinton Hill,” she said. 
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Help is available: 
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Is that soap or are you happy to see us? 


Park Slope 

Aperp tried to steal $150 
worth of soap and shampoo 
from a Ninth Street store by 
shoving the products down 
his pants on March 30. 

Security guards at the 
store, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, noticed 
the suspiciously well-en- 
dowed shopper and stopped 
him at the door. 

The perp began fighting 
with the guards, injuring one 
so badly that he was sent to 
the hospital. 

Officer Jerry Galante ar- 
rived and slapped cuffs on the 
unruly roughhouser. 

Unfair trade 

Athugbrokeinthrougha 
back window of Cafe 474 and 
ordered $450 instead of a cup 
of coffee on April 3. 

The worker at the Fourth 
Avenue coffee shop told cops 
that she knew the perp wasn’t 
seeking a caffeine fix when 
he entered at around 10:45 
am. Rather, he just grabbed 
the cash and fled from the 
cafe, which is between 10th 
and 11th streets. 


Retail ride 

Two thieves lifted $ 1 ,5574 
worth of clothing from Ride 
Brooklyn — and were caught 
on tape doing it on April 3. 

The store owner told cops 
that two perps entered the 
bike store, which is on Ber- 
gen Street between Flatbush 
and Fifth avenues, at around 
5 pm and got away with the 
load of clothes. 

Nighttime nab 

A perp broke into Sun- 
shine Golden Store in the 
middle of the night on April 
2 and got away with $430 
worth of goods. 

The shop owner told cops 
that she got to her store, which 
is on Ninth Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, at 
around 1 1 am to find that the 
door was locked and every- 
thing looked normal. 

But upon further inspec- 
tion, she realized that the 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Strike out 

An amateur thief tried to 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


hold up the bank on the cor- 
ner of Myrtle and Vander- 
bilt avenues on March 29, 
but ended up fleeing with- 
out a dime. 

The teller told cops that 
the man handed her a note 
demanding a wad of cash 
at around 4:30 pm. Before 
any dough changed hands, 
though, the premature perp 
ran for the door and man- 
aged to get away before po- 
lice arrived. 

Macbooked 

Careful computer own- 
ers, your electronics may 
not even be safe in your 
own homes. Two apartments 
were stripped of their Mac- 
books last week! Here’s a 
roundup: 

• Someone stole two of the 
prized laptops from a Greene 
Street apartment on March 
29 and disappeared. The vic- 
tim told cops that she dis- 


www.silvergullclub.com 
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SILVER GULL CLUBf^— 

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer. 



Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit IIS 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900 


DAILY USE RATE 

$80 per cabana 
$65 per cabinette 
$60 per bath cabin 
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returned to the unit, which 
is near Adelphi Street, at 
around 7:30 pm. Closer in- 
spection revealed that her 
roommate’s computer was 
missing, too. 

• Another tech-savvy 
swindler grabbed a Mac- 
book from a Clinton Ave- 
nue apartment on March 3 1 . 
The victim told cops that she 
and her roommate had left 
the apartment, which is be- 
tween Myrtle and Park ave- 
nues, at around 2 pm and re- 
turned later to discover the 
digital disaster. 

Target trickery 

A fast-handed offender 
stole a woman’s wallet from 
out of her purse while she 
was shopping at the notorious 
Target in the Atlantic Avenue 
Terminal on March 29. 

The victim told cops that 
the purse was on her shoulder 
the entire time that she was 
in the store, which is near the 
comer of Atlantic and Flat- 
bush avenues, but when she 
got to the checkout line at 
around 4 pm, she noticed that 
the wallet had been picked. 

It’s just the latest purse- 
snatching at the store, which 
makes virtually weekly 
appearances in our Police 
Blotter. 

Bra-zen thief 

A perp got away with a 
woman’s bra, plus $100, af- 
ter he approached her with a 
knife on Ashland Street be- 
tween DeKalb Avenue and 
Fulton Street on March 30. 

The victim told cops that 
she was walking down the 
street at around 11:30 pm 
when she heard a man yell 
from behind her, “Don’t walk 
away from me.” 

When the insistent thug 
caught up to her, he began 
rummaging through her 
pockets to find her cash. 

Once he got his hands 
on the money, he flashed a 
knife and told her to take off 
her bra and give it to him. 
Once he got the support he 
needed, he fled toward Ful- 
ton Street. 

Sidewalk shots 

A chat turned violent — 
and then to gunfire — onWa- 
verly Avenue between Atlan- 
tic Avenue and Fulton Street 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY Region 2 

Announces 

LETTER OF INTENT FOR A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT 
Gowanus Canal Superfund Site 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY - REGION 2 (EPA) HAS 
RECEIVED A LETTER OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
GRANT AT GOWANUS CANAL SUPERFUND SITE FROM “FR IE NDS AND RESIDENTS 
OF GREATER GOWANUS” AND “RIVERKEEPER, INC.”. BY LAW, ONLY ONE GRANT 
FOR UP TO $50,000 MAY BE AWARDED TO A CITIZEN’S GROUP AT ANY ONE SITE 
ON THE NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST. BECAUSE OF THIS LIMITATION AND IN 
ORDER TO ENSURE THAT ALL COMMUNITY VIEWS ARE REPRESENTED IN 
RECIPIENT GROUPS, EPA ENCOURAGES ALL CITIZENS’ GROUPS INTERESTED IN 
APPLYING FOR A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT AT THE GOWANUS CANAL 
SITE TO CONSOLIDATE WITH “FRIENDS AND RESIDENTS OF GREATER 
GOWANUS” AND “RIVER KE EPER, INC.” AND FILE A JOINT APPLICATION. WITHIN 
30 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, GROUPS THAT WISH TO JOIN 
“F RIE NDS AND RESIDENTS OF GREATER GOWANUS” AND “RIVER KE EPER, INC.” 
FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS GRANT APPLICATION MUST NOTIFY: 

RIVERKEEPER, INC. FROGG 

828 SOUTH BROADWAY 268 SMITH STREET 

TARRYTOWN, NY 10591 BROOKLYN, NY 11231 

GROUPS WISHING TO FI L E SEPARATE GRANT APPLICATIONS MUST, WITHIN 30 
DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, SUBMIT TO EPA A LETTER OF INTENT TO 
FILE AN APPLICATION, CLEARLY IDENTIFYING THE SITE(S) FOR WHICH YOU 
INTENT TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION. 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE FILED WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS 
NOTICE. GROUPS THAT HAVE SUBMITTED A LETTER OF INTENT TO EPA WITHIN 
THE REQUIRED TIME PERIOD DESCRIBED ABOVE, BUT WHO REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL TIME TO FILE AN APPLICATION, MAY SUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST 
FOR AN EXTENSION OF THIS TIME TO EPA FOR CONSIDERATION. ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM NATALIE LONEY, COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR FOR EPA, AT (212) 637-3639. 

LETTERS OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT FOR THE 
GOWANUS CANAL SITE AS WELL AS GRANT APPLICATIONS, SHOULD BE SENT 
TO: 

FRANK BARONE 
US EPA-REGION 2, 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS MANAGEMENT BRANCH, 

290 BROADWAY, 27 th FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 


on April 3. 

The victim told cops that 
he and his soon-to-be shooter 
were talking at around 4:15 
am, but when the conver- 
sation got heated, the man 
pulled out a gun and shot 
him in the leg. 

Officer Christian Dela- 
cruz made the arrest. 

Park perp 

A greedy thief stole $500 
andacellphone from his vic- 
tim, who was just trying to 
use the bathroom in Fort 
Greene Park on April 2. 

The victim told police that 
he was nearN. Portland and 
Myrtle avenues en route to 
the restroom at around 4 
pm when a man approached 
from behind, grabbed him, 
and said, “Give me your 
money.” 

The thief got some Benj a- 
mins, but it wasn’t enough, so 
he tore off the man’s jacket, 
leaving him cold and penni- 
less. — Claire Glass 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Trunk junk 

A thief walked off with 
hundreds of dollars in high- 
end accessories — plus a lap- 
top — after breaking into a 
car on Clinton Street during 
the day on April 3. 

The car’s owner told cops 
that she returned to the block 
between Amity and Congress 
streets at around 8 pm to dis- 
cover that the thief had bro- 
ken into her trunk and stolen 
handbags, suitcases, pocket- 
books, shoes, a jacket and an 
HP laptop. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heigh ts- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Clumsy con 

Two con men duped a 
woman into handing over 
some cash and her gold rings 
on March 28. 

The mark told cops that 
she was approached by the 
pair of shady characters on 
Livingston Street between 
Boerum Place and Smith 
Street at around 5:55 pm 
when they made her an of- 
fer that was too good to be 

The pair explained that 
they were in possession of 
$36,000, which, forunknown 
reasons, they were look- 
ing to get off their hands. 
They promised the victim 
all $36,000 — $20,000 of 
which would have to be given 
to charity, the other $10,000 
could be kept — if she would 
just hand over her money and 
rings. 

This bargain sounded like 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportu- 
nity — until the 57-year-old 
sucker forked over her jew- 
elry and $365 only to dis- 
cover that the thieves had 
given her a package con- 
taining only cloth. 

Moto madness 

Three thieves threw a 
woman’s Honda crotch 
rocket in the back of their 
minivan and took off on 
April 1. 

The 31-year-oldmotorcy- 
cle lover told cops she had 
parked her orange ride on 
Water Street between Pearl 
Street and Anchorage Place 
at around 3:25 pm. A mere 
minute later, the trio of trou- 
blemakers rolled up in a dark 
blue van with Pennsylvania 
plates, picked up the bike, 
put it in the back, and took 
off. 

Film this 

A sly scumbag swiped a 
guy’s cellphone and wallet 
from his desk at the Orchard 
Films production company 
on April 1. 

The worker told cops that 
at around 4:30 pm he decided 
to use the restroom at the of- 
fice on Jay Street between 
Water and Front streets. 

When he returned, he 
was out a phone and an as- 
sortment of IDs and credit 

The incident is a rough 
welcome to the neighbor- 
hood: Orchard Films just 
moved to DUMBO from 
SoHo. 

Bodega heist 

An armed gunman 
stormed an Atlantic Ave- 
nue bodega and stole $400 
on March 31. 

An employee at the Apple 
Gourmet between Bond and 
Nevins streets said that the 
fiend entered at around4:30 
pm, pulled a piece and said, 
“You know what this is!” 

The worker did in fact 
know what that was, and 
handed over the cash. 

— Stephen Brown 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

Driveway devils 

Just because your car’s 
sitting pretty in your per- 
sonal car port doesn’t mean 
it’s suddenly become theft- 

Two locals learned this the 
hard way last week as brazen 
thieves rooted through their 
vehicles — in one case tak- 
ing two pricey musical in- 
struments — as they sat just 
paces away from their front 


Both cars were unlocked 
at the time, the owners ad- 

A 48-year-old told po- 
lice that someone entered 
his 2008 Toyota Highlander 
on March 28 as it sat outside 
his home on 1 1th Avenue be- 
tween 73rd and 74th streets 
sometime after 8 pm. 

The Dyker Heights res- 
ident was obviously sing- 
ing the blues, but he didn’t 
have any instruments on 
which to play his sad song 
— his $1,200 trumpet and 
a $500 saxophone were sto- 
len, he said. 

Four days later, a 39-year- 
old man was foolish enough 
to leave his car unlocked as it 
sat behind his home on 77th 
Street between 10th and 11th 
avenues. 

Later that day, someone 
sneaked inside the Honda, 
taking five credit cards and 
some documents. 

Narrows pain 

A 28-year-old woman was 
shoved to the ground and 
robbed on Narrows Avenue 
during a clash with a purse 
snatcher on March 30. 

The woman told police 
that she was between 78th 
and 79th streets at around 3 
pm when she felt something 
tugging at her bag. 

She turned to find that a 
hulking stranger had latched 

The thief then threw her 
down and ran off with the 
bag to an awaiting white ve- 
hicle, police said. 

The woman sustained a 


cut to her wrist, but was oth- 
erwise unharmed. 

— Thomas Tracy 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

JCD punch 

Ahot-headedjerk punched 
a man in the face and stole 
his cash on Humboldt Street 
on March 28. 

The victim told cops that 
he was approached by the 
perp near Grand Street at 
about 10:30 pm. The crook 
punched him in the face, ap- 
parently at random, and made 
off with CDs he was carry- 
ing and about $200. The man 
was left with a bleeding face 

Faux-po 

A woman posing as a cop 
stole $1,300 from a man on 
Graham Avenue on April 3. 

The woman, wearing a 
fake blackbadge, approached 
the victim near Devoe Street 
at about 7 am, told him to 
freeze and frisked him, 
stealing the cash and flee- 
ing by car. 

Game time 

A sneaky burglar entered 
a man’s Hope Street apart- 
ment and stole his video game 
system on March 27. 

The victim told police that 
he left his basement apart- 
ment — which is between 
Roebling and Havemeyer 
streets — for only 15 min- 
utes, but came back at 10 pm 
to find the window ajar and 
his wallet and system gone. 

Laptop thief 

A thief slipped into a wom- 


an’s Humboldt Street apart- 
ment and absconded with her 
laptop on March 30. 

The perp entered the front 
door of the apartment, which 
is between Scholes and Me- 
serole streets, and took her 
$1,300 computer between 
11:30 am and 3:15 pm. 

— Aaron Short 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Not the car! 

Some unyielding jerks 
broke into a Morgan Ave- 
nue apartment, stole a bunch 
of property, and left with 

March 31. 

One of the roommates at 
the apartment, which is be- 
tween Beadel Street andDivi- 
sion Place, woke up at about 
4 am to find the front door 
wide open — and a hand- 
ful of unidentified items 
missing. 

When another roommate 
woke up, she noticed the keys 
missing and looked outside 
to find her car gone. 

Purse tug 

A sneaky villain took a 
woman’s wallet as she left 
the Bedford Avenue L train 
station on March 31. 

The victim told cops that 
she was exiting the station 
nearN. Seventh Street when 
she felt a tug on her purse at 
about 5 pm. 

She looked inside and no- 
ticed that her wallet was miss- 
ing, but couldn’t find the perp 
anywhere. 

— Andy Campbell 



Dig Brooklyn? 

Then dig this... 

April is National Safe Digging Month. 

If you are planning to dig on your property, help 
us celebrate by contacting DigNet of New York 
City & Long Island at least 48 hours prior to have 
underground utility lines marked. Remind your 
neighbors and friends to do the same. 

This free service will help you avoid service inter- 
ruptions, costly property damage, or injury. If 
contractors are doing the digging, it’s their legal 
responsibility to call. Don’t have a yard to dig on? 
You can also contact us if you notice construction 
work happening in your area and suspect lines 
haven’t been marked. 

To learn more, visit: 

www.DigNetNYCLI.com 

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. 


DigNet 

U~f NEW YORK CITY 
W & LONG ISLAND 

800 - 272-44801811 


Recycling 
one aluminum can 
saves enough 
energy to run a 
TV for three hours. 

Find out more atThinkGreen.com 


Recycling helps protect natural resources and saves 
energy. As North America's largest recycler, we manage 
more than 7. 6 million tons of recyclables per year - saving 
enough energy to power over 1 million homes. Learn more 
at www.thinkgreen.com. 


From everyday collection 
to environmental protection. Think Green ? 

Think Waste Management. 


Wffl. 


Think Green! 
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Zombies attack! 


Well, not really . 
But if they do, 
here’s how to 
fight them off 


W hat are you going to do when — not 
if, but when — the zombies attack? 
Luckily, Roger Ma has figured it all 
out. As the author of “The Zombie Combat 
Manual” (Penguin), the native Brooklynite 
teaches you how to fight the living dead 
mano-a-mano, if, like most civilians, you 
lack a handy firearm. From hand-to-hand 
combat to non-ballistic weapons like custom- 
ized crowbars, the Windsor Terrace resident 
spoke to us about where his fascination with 
zombies comes from, and what’s the best ; 
way to fight the terror from below. 

Meredith Deliso: So why the inter- 
est in zombies? 

Roger Ma: In the 1970s, my dad took me 
— at my request — to see George Rome- 
ro’s “Dawn of the Dead” on Coney Island 
Avenue. At 8, 1 was way too young to see 
that movie. Ever since, it’s been some- 
thing that I’ve been afraid of . . . and fas- 
cinated by. 

MD: Why do you think this movie 
still resonates? 

RM: When something touches you that 
young, it inevitably sticks with you. Every 
year, I have four to five dreams where I’m 
being attacked by zombies. Those are the 
most-horrible, but most-enjoyable, dreams 
that I have. The psychological aspect is 
what really intrigues me : when push comes 
to shove, what do people do in those crazy 
situations? 

MD: How do you see a zombie at- 
tack happening today? 

RM: There’s the difference between the 
20th-century zombie and the 21st-century 
zombie. In the 20th century, there’s a ra- 



diological disaster — a nuclear fallout, or 
a meteor comes to the Earth and the dead 
start to rise. In the 21st century, we do this 
to ourselves. It’s getting back to what hap- 
pened in reality — avian flu, swine flu, some 
flu variant. A biological weaponized virus 
breaks out that feels very close to home. It’s 
maybe not the dead rising, but us dealing 
with some sort of pandemic. 

MD: How did you get started on a 
manual? 

RM: Three years ago, I was looking to 
get a handgun in New York and realized, 
wow, this is really difficult. You have to 
jump through a lot of hoops to do so. I 
thought, if the zombies do come, I’m not 
going to be in such great shape. If I don’t 


have a gun, what am I going to do? It took 
off from there — using a leg of chair, 
crowbar, handbar. 

MD: What's the best defense 
against zombies? 

RM: There are two decisions that form 
that answer. One depends on what kind 
of person you are. If you have this huge 
battleax, but you’re a slight person, it’s 
not going to be such a great defense. The 
other question is whether you have the 
weapon handy. Say you have a sword, 
but it’s behind the winter clothing at the 
back of a closet when the zombie attack 
occurs. What good is that? In the book, 
I go through all kinds of weapons, one 
called improvised weapons. I go through 
the different parts of the home — garage, 
toolbox, farm — where you might en- 
counter everyday found objects and dis- 
cuss how they could they be transformed 
to use in an attack. 

MD: What's the best defense for 
people in Brooklyn? 

RM: Brooklynites don’t have garages, 


Undead heads: Author Roger Ma 
will read from his book, "The Zombie 
Combat Manual," on April 9 at the 
Park Slope & Noble. 

so that’s out. They don’t have big 
lawns, they don’t have farming 
equipment. You need to go to a 
toolbox — most people have that, 
and most have a screwdriver or a claw 
hammer. Those are good options. We also 
like to play our sports — there’s sport- 
ing equipment that might help out. A re- 
ally popular one is a baseball bat. It’s a 
short-term item — they tend to fail after 
a lot of zombie attacks, but most know 

MD: What kind of audience do you 
see for the manual? 

RM: There are fans of the genre who are 
going to like and appreciate the book. Also 
people who like martial arts and self-de- 
fense. What I tried to do is be very authen- 
tic. I had a lot of martial arts consultants 
work with me on the book. Even though 
we’re talking about zombies, it’s not go- 
ing too far off in terms of technique. The 
third front is people who like satire. It’s 
a parody at its core. I’m a fan at heart of 
the zombie genre and wanted to write a 
book that I as a fan would enj oy and con- 
tributes to the genre. 

MD: Wait, are you saying that there 
aren't really zombies? 



Call him Ahab 


Matt Kish’s Moby Dick is “Moby Dick.” 
In your typical blog-a-day fashion, the mod- 
est librarian has given himself a truly ambitious 
task: draw an original artwork from a page of 
the Herman Melville classic every day. 

The project is made even more ambitious 
by the fact that his version of the novel is, at 
522 pages, nearly twice as long as most edi- 
tions. Quickly approaching the halfway mark 
though, he is committed, even if it drives him 
mad, like a captain with whom he’s become 
quite familiar. 

“What in the hell have I gotten myself into?” 
asked Kish. “The further I get into the proj- 
ect, the more I identify with Ahab — it’s be- 
coming an obsession.” 

Jamie Hook can identity with that. As the cu- 
rator behind the lecture series Open City Dia- 
logue, he invited Kish to share his work at Pete’s 
Candy Store in Williamsburg on April 19. 
“The subtext of the lecture series is the na- 


ture of an obsessive compulsive and an ob- 
sessive compulsive way of going about doing 
things,” said Hook. 

Kish’s varied drawings, a mix between col- 
ored pencil, crayon, collage and pen and ink, 
are vibrant interpretations of the classic — his 
favorite book, which should come as no sur- 
prise — ranging from the abstract (such as the 
rainbow-sun-moon-bloody heart collision on 
page 206) to the charmingly straight forward 
(the battle scene on page 109). 

“There are so many parallels between my 
life and the book now,” said Kish. “I’m hop- 
ing I’m still sane by the time I finish.” 

At the very least, here’s hoping that he fares 
better than Ahab. 

Matt Kish's "Moby Dick Illustrated" at 
Pete's Candy Store [709 Lorimer St between 
Richardson and Frost streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], April 19, 7:30 pm. 

— Meredith Deliso 


‘Rain’ man 


Finally, Freedy Johnston has some new 

The supremely underappreciated singer-song- 
writer with the odd first name and the haunt- 
ing voice has put out his first original album in 
eight years, and will ditch the covers and play 
his own tunes at South- 
paw next Saturday. 

That’s not just a big 
deal because the new 
album, “Rain in the 
City,” is so good, but 
it ’llplease Johnston fans 
who have been wonder- 
ing why their favorite 
singer was more likely to 
play “Wichita Lineman” 



than his own classic, “Bad Reputation.” 

“I don’t know why I was in that phase, but 
I am certainly through it,” he said. 

It doesn’t take a psychiatrist — just a rock 
fan with a good ear — to know what was go- 
ing on: In the eight years since his last studio 
LP in 2001, Johnston got married and then 
got un-married, and even had trouble with the 
IRS. There were times when his fans valued 
him more than he valued himself. 

“Part ofit was probablyme saying, ‘There are 
so many great songs in the world, why even write 
any songs? ’ But I got through that,” he said. 

So there you have it, fans — the wait is 


Freedy Johnston at Southpaw [ 125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], Saturday, April 17 at 9 pm. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


MARKET 


Indie wares 

Farmers markets are coming out of hiberna- 
tion all over the city, and so is the Brooklyn In- 
die Market — a fashionista’s farmer’s market, 
if you will — which opened last Saturday. 

The fourth annual Indie Market will include 
booths manned by 20 Brooklyn artists every Sat- 
urday and Sunday under a red and white circus 
tent on Smith Street in 
Carroll Gardens. 

Kathy Malone, who 
founded the market, at- 
tracts experienced de- 
signers from all over 
our stylish borough, 
hawking silkscreen lin- 
gerie, handmade jew- 
elry, soaps, and house- 

“Every year we have our anchor regular ven- 
dors, but we get a whole new crop of designers 
to keep the market fresh,” Malone said. 

Most of the vendors are up-and-comers, so 
who knows, you might get your hands on the 
next name to land in Barneys or Anthropolo- 
gie at bargain prices. 

And for cupcake fanatics, the Columbia 
Street-based bakery, Nine Cakes, will be 
hawking what are easily the best mini-treats 
in the borough. 

Brooklyn Indie Market [Smith Street at Union 
Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 499-3105], open 
weekends through Christmas. — Claire Glass 



BOOKS 


Red diaper 

Said Sayrafiezadeh’s debut memoir, “When 
Skateboards Will Be Free,” has garnered con- 
siderable acclaim for its grace and humor as he 
detailed a not-so-common childhood — being 
raised by ardent Socialists in Pennsylvania. 



bad that even the longed-for skateboard of the 
book’s title was forever out of reach. 

As an adult, Sayrafiezadeh fights material- 
istic desires, and is proud to say that he over- 
came a case of kleptomania, kicking a habit 
of stealing office supplies (which isn’t really 
stealing, is it?). 

Said Sayrafiezadeh at powerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], April 15, 7 pm. For info, visit www. 
powerhousearena.com. — Meredith Deliso 
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In vino veritas 

Three new wine bars demystify drink 


W ine may be a sometimes daunt- 
ing beverage, but three brand 
new Brooklyn wine bars are 
here to get even the most intimidated 
novice over their fears. 

Meet The Castello Plan in Ditmas 
Park, The Bodega in Bushwick and 
La Casita, a wine bar-yarn shop in 
Cobble Hill. These three newbies join 
favorites like Park Slope’s Brookvin 
as vanguards ofanewbrandofwine 
bars that break down the haughti- 
ness of wine and make it as acces- 
sible as a $3 Bud. 

“Wines have a real snobbery. We 
wanted to start getting out of the 
wine-speak, which turns people off, 
and show people that wine can be 
really exciting,” said Ben Warren, 
co-owner of The Bodega. Warren 
focuses on wines that are organic, 
holistic and sometimes a little out 
there, like his 2008 La Mothe ($9), 
a funky, apple-y wine that he de- 
scribes “as the craziest white wine 
I’ve ever had.” 

There may be crazy wines, but 
you’ll find no lifted pinkies here. 
Warren, an amateur wine enthusi- 
ast turned pro, doles out generous 
tastings from behind the bar him- 
self, encouraging folks to try before 
they buy. He’s been known to go 
on and on about the unique quali- 
ties of each particular bar, justify- 
ing it simply, “Wine can be just as 
nerdy as beer.” 

At the Castello Plan, too, owner 
Benjamin Heemskerk instructs his 
staff to have customers sample two, 
three, even four wines until they find 
the one they like. 




CasteHo Plan^nCqrte^o'uTid 

(718) 1^6-8888]; La Casita Yarn 
Shop Cafe [253 Smith St. between 
Douglass and Degraw Streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 963-0369], 


“Everyone’s taste is different,” 
said Heemskerk. “We have stuff 
on the menu that I don’t even like, 
even though I know it’s ‘good’ wine. 
There’s nothing more intimidating 
than promising to pay for $35 for 
a bottle wine and then finding out 


La Casita has none of the usual 
wine bar fixtures. Walk into the 
homey, slightly cluttered storefront 
and find customers lounging com- 
fortably, knitting away. The walls 
are stacked with bright yarns and 
owners Jennifer Lopez and Amanda 
Greenhagen dart between sales, ad- 
vising knitters and dishing out vino 
and empanadas in a tiny bar tucked 
in the back. 

“We wanted to be accessible, to 
have something for everyone. We 
want people to be able to work on a 
project, have a glass of wine, relax,” 
said Greenhagen. The shop even 
stocks a wine made by a customer 


Grape expectations: Benja- 
min Heemskerk (above) has 
opened the Castello Plan, a 
wine bar on Cortelyou Road in 
Ditmas Park that is named after 
the original map of the city. (At 
right) There's even a wine bar 
in the back of the Smith Street 
yarn shop. La Casita. 

' in South Africa, the 2004 Lievland 
Wine Estate Field Blend - the pric- 
iest offering at $9. 

La Casita and The Bodega in par- 
ticular focus primarily on wines 
from the Spanish-speaking world 
-particularly because it allows them 
feature more affordable offerings. 
At each, every glass is under $10, 
with many offerings in the $7 range. 
While that’s not exactly dirt cheap, 
by focusing all their effort on more 
inexpensive offerings, each has man- 
aged to craft a wine list with a lot 
more bang for buck. 

The Castello Plan is a bit more 
upscale - with glasses ranging from 
$7 to $ 14, bottles well into the hun- 
dreds and beautifully curated cheese 
boards that would make any cheese 
lover’s heart skip a beat. All the 
same, Heemskerk takes extra care 
in selecting his $7 offerings, en- 
suring they rival every other wine 
on the list. 

Cheers to that. 



Bumper ‘Crop’ 


Buyers, beware — you may enter 
the new Crop to Cup Cafe in Brook- 
lyn Heights seeking nothing but your 
morning coffee, and find yourself leav- 
ing with an antique armoire. 

In the tradition of the antique shops 
of Atlantic Avenue, at Crop to Cup, ev- 
erything’s for sale — from the cafe’s 
luxurious Victorian chairs to tables, 
mirrors, and yes, that giant armoire 
in the corner. 

“It was quite a wacky store when 
we found it,” said co-owner Taylor 
Mork of the space on Atlantic Ave- 
nue between Clinton and Henry streets. 
“There was all of these old furnishings 
inside. We wanted to bring the space 
back to life.” 

The shop is filled with antiques 
that Mork reclaimed from the build- 


ing that houses the cafe. As pieces are 
sold, more will rotate in from a ware- 
house filled with even more goodies. 
Of course, the real gem here is the cof- 
fee. A regular feature of the Brooklyn 
Flea, Crop to Cup beans all come from 
small family farms in Uganda. 

At the cafe, you’ll find your usual 
espresso and drip along with single- 
serve cups made with contraptions like 
Clever Coffee Drippers andHario drip- 
pers from Japan. The spot will also 
serve as the exclusive retailer for Kum- 
quat Cupcakery. 

Finally, we can get our coffee and 
cupcakes on weekdays, too. 

Crop to Cup Cafe (139 Atlantic Ave. 
between Clinton and Henry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights. No phone yet). 

— Kristen V. Brown 


Tasty gossip! 

The latest from the dining scene 


Foodie-DH-Oiiefi 

By Kristen V. Brown J 

I t’s been a booming fortnight in the foodie 
world. Here’s the latest gossip and news 
from our gourmet desk: 

• Longer 'Mile': The instantly insanely 
popular smoked meat delicatessen Mile End 
tells us that it will expand to full dinner ser- 
vice this month, once a bigger warehouse is 
arranged to store the tons of meat the shop 
goes through every day. 

* Bahn mi for Clinton Hill: Brooklyn 
is getting yet another Vietnamese sandwich 
joint — though the bahn mi at Tigerlily, 
coming soon to the corner of Greene and 
Classon Avenues in Clinton Hill, may not be 
your average sandwich. The owner, a Viet- 
namese-American Pratt graduate, plans to 
include influences from her Texas upbring- 
ing. Vietnamese-Tex-Mex, anyone? 

* Heating up in Bed-Stuy: Craig Sam- 
uel and Ben Grossman bring us yet another 
hit — the pair recently opened Peaches 
HotHouse in Bedford-Stuyvesant, a sim- 
ilar, but more casual approach to southern 
fare as Bushwick’s Peaches. Expect rare 
southern favorites like deep-fried Nash- 
ville-style hot chicken and creamy rice 
balls made with heirloom rice. 

• Flea food: The folks at the Brooklyn 
Flea have finally taken the hint — com- 
ing this month, a much-expanded line of 
food vendors. Among the most promis- 
ing new additions: Porchetta, Montreal- 
style bagels and lox from Mile End, and 
Stroopwafels from Good Batch. 

• Border beer: The desert that is the 
Gowanus-Park Slope border just may be 
Brooklyn’s new craft beer destination — 
on Friday, Mission Dolores, the highly an- 
ticipated craft beer garden from the folks 




8 o'clock 'Mile': Sure, Noah Berna- 
moff's smoked meat is great for 
lunch, but now it's finally dinner time 
at his Mile End deli on Hoyt Street in 
Boerum Hill. 


Keller instinct: Is America's most cel- 
ebrated chef looking at Brooklyn? 

at Bar Great Harry, opens on Fourth Ave- 
nue and Carroll Street. The bar joins Low- 
lands, a bar that opened last week on 14th 
Street and Third Avenue by the crew at 
Abilene in Carroll Garden, not to men- 
tion craft beer havens Draft Barn and The 
Bell House. 

•The shutter: Park Slope said good-bye 
to teeny sandwiches (and late-night snack- 
ing) with the closing of Reis 100, the min- 
iature sandwich factory attached to Fifth 
Avenue’s Bar Reis. Fret not, the bar still 
stands — you’ll just have to stumble else- 
where for your drunken munchies. 

• New neighbors: The long-shuttered 
OTB on the corner of Court and Sackett 
has a whole new set of plywood — and In- 
ternet buzz suggests there just might be 
an oyster bar in the works. Department 
of Buildings permits are issued to James 
McGown, the owner of PJ Hanley’s. Could 
the Brooklyn pizza man be ditching pizza 
for shellfish? 

• Now this is kosher: You’ll have a 
tough time getting a Friday night reservation 
at Basil, Crown Height’s new wood-oven 
pizzeria — the pizzeria and wine bar closes 
to observe the Sabbath. But good news for 
pizza loving Jews: Basil is the first kosher 
wood-oven pizzeria in Brooklyn. 

•The Foodification of Bushwick: 
Bushwick is well on it’s way to becoming 
Brooklyn’s new “it” culinary destination 
with the a new sushi spot slated for May 
from the people at Williamsburg sushi fa- 
vorite Bozu. The restaurant, Momo Sushi 
Shack, bares no relation to the David Chang 
franchise, but expect at least some confusion 
when Chang moves his Momofuku Milk 
bakery operation to Williamsburg. 

• Keller for Brooklyn?: Last week, 
iconic Per Se chef Thomas Keller told Feast 
that a Bouchon Brooklyn may be in the cards. 
Plans for a branch of the celebrated bakery 
across the river are by no means finalized, 
but we’re sure the move would make for a 
lot of very happy Brooklynites. 


smoura 



SH0Pd^3 WAYS: HP Showroom 

^ \ 2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn 


LECTRONICS • EDGING • PPLIANCES 


I 


'Committed To 
Giving You The 
Lowest Price." 


2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn^ .he comer ofAveu 

718-253-4700 • (888-271 -7497 Appliance Parts Only) 


Layaway Available 


Monday-Friday 9am-8pm, 
Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 1 1am-6pm 


'Orders taken on Saturday cannot be delivered Sunday. Installations not available in all areas. Additional charge if removed by installers 'Special terms applt to purchases charged with approved credit to the credi 
Financial National Bank. Regular minimum monthly payments are required during the special terms-period. The no-interest option means there is no interest if the puchase is paid in full within the special-terms period; otherwise, i 
regualr APR. For newly opened accounts, the Regular APR is 23.90%. All APRs may vary. All APRs are given as of 1 2/1/2009. Offer expires 4/30/1 0. NYC Consumer Affairs Lie. #09053; 


\J\ > 

_Jhe 

C Junction 

\ Co "', ,e (wT5 

-+-|.TTwi" 

-=T“gT * * veJ 
j\_!J L-jy 

asSC 

t— 

1? 


jroved credit to the credit card issued by Wells Fargo 

— - -‘herwise, intere-* ‘ — 

#0905375 


interest accrues from date of purchase at the I 









8 AWP 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper 


(718) 260-2500 


April 9-15, 2010 


Voices carry 

Little Regina Opera celebrates 
40 years in Dyker Heights 



Aria code: Former operas at Regina included (left to right) 
Sandra Alesi in the 1 980 production of "La Traviata," Charles 
S. Brown in the 1984 production of "Carmen," Gil Tahirgil 
and Arturo Spinetti in the 1989 production of "Otello." 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

T he fat lady still hasn’t sung 
for the beloved Regina Op- 

The shoestring Dyker Heights 
company has for 40 years been 
an operatic proving ground for 
would-be Pavarottis, as well 
as a reasonably priced, home- 
grown venue for lovers of “Ma- 
dame Butterfly,” “Carmen,” and 
other classics. 

Opera lovers from Boro Park, 
Bay Ridge — and even from as far 
away as New Jersey — still flock 
to the school auditorium-tumed- 
opera house every month and reg- 
ularly leave space for standing 

“The company is older than 
a good portion of the singers on 
stage ! ” said one of the Regina’s 
founders, Fran Garber. “We run 
on a shoestring budget — it’s a 
labor of love.” 

And over those 40 years, Gar- 


ber, the producer and executive 
vice president, has seen it all. 

“We’ve had sets collapse on 
singers,” Garber said with a laugh. 
“Costumes have ripped on stage. 
One time a zipper broke during 
a performance and the woman 


sung the whole opera holding up 
the front of her dress.” 

But the opera house — which 
allows auditions for any hungry 
singers looking to make it — is 
not just some fly-by-night op- 
eration. The more popular op- 



eras draw big crowds of around 
300 people, and the Regina has 
even seen some budding stars 
take the stage. 

Dolora Zajick, one of the most 
famous living mezzo-sopranos, 
passed through the Regina Op- 


era back in 1980, before it even 
featured a full orchestra. 

“She is the mezzo at the Met,” 
said Garber. “She wouldn’t 
have sung with us if we were 
crappy.” 

But the Regina isn’t just no- 


table for the celebrities that have 
sung there — it is also a vital re- 
source for hungry opera singers 
getting their start. 

Professional singers come 
from all over because the peo- 
ple at Regina are wonderful and 
you have the chance to sing with 
a full orchestra in a full produc- 
tion,” said Margaret O’Connell, 
who will sing in the upcoming 
anniversary gala, as well as “Car- 
men,” in June. “There aren’t as 
many opportunities to partici- 
pate in a full scale pro- 
duction anymore.” 

“And [the Regina does] 
professional-quality pro- 
ductions,” O’Connell 
added. “Productions we 
can be proud of.” 

Fortunately for the op- 
era house, the surround- 
ing neighborhood boasts 
a built-in fan base. 

Opera remains a fundamen- 
tal part of the community for 
many longtime residents of Dyker 
Heights, which was historically 
an Italian neighborhood. 
“Every Saturday morning, 
„ my mother and I would listen 
s to ‘Live from the Met’ on the ra- 
o dio — this was in the 1930s,” said 
° Marie Cantoni, the president of 
the Regina. “My mother would 
translate the singing for us. I was 
6- or 7-years-old, and I enjoyed 
the music. It was exciting, and 
could be touching. ” 

Now, Cantoni and her cohorts 
— who are not paid for their ded- 
ication to the Regina — extend 
the same courtesy to the audi- 


ence that her mother extended 
to her. 

During the operas, “superti- 
tles” — unofficial English trans- 
lations done by the company — 
are projected above the stage so 
that the audience will not be left in 
the dark as the drama unfolds. 

The idea for the opera house 
first came about after Cantoni 
overheard one of her neighbors 
on Tabor Court in Dyker Heights 
singing beautifully every morn- 
ing. Eventually, the idea evolved 


among her and some friends to 
organize a few performances of 
operatic selections — but not a 
full opera. 

“Me, start an opera company? ” 
said Cantoni. “I thought it was 
crazy, I can’t even read music! 
But I loved it and I was willing 
to work hard.” 

Though there were rough spots 
in the 1970s and 1980s where the 
opera house was on the verge of 
closing — Cantoni said the for- 
mula for success remains quite 

“You do a show where you 
sing Italian opera in an Italian 
neighborhood — the people just 


MUSIC 
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iPad 'mania' hits 


Brooklyn shops 

Nerds wait hours to buy a device 
that they admit they don't need 


By Joe Maniscalco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

People who don’t need the 
iPad lined up for hours to get 
one last Saturday, the first day 
thattouch-screenmediaplayer 
went on sale nationwide. 

Some waited on line for 
three hours at the Best Buy on 
Bay Parkway in Bensonhurst 
— one of only two Brook- 
lyn locations that was sell- 
ing the cool, but apprently 
not so vital, device. 

“Basically, I’mbuyingitbe- 
cause Steve Jobs told me I need 
it,” Bay Ridge resident Brian 
Halpinsaid. “Therereallyisno 
reason why I need this.” 

About 12 other Mac enthusi- 
asts — all men — greetedUPS 
drivers with rock star cheers 
as they rolled up to the Ben- 
sonhurst store with 13 boxes 
stuffed full of factory-fresh iP- 
ads at about 9:10 am. 



Tom Kiser, a minister and 
20-year Mac user from Sea 
Gate was first on line. 

“I’m tired of hauling my 
17-inch Powerbook all the 
time,” he said. “I’ve got an 
iPhone 3GS that does phe- 
nomenal stuff, but I can’t do 
presentations with it and I 
see the iPad as filling that 
niche in the middle.” 

Capturing the prevailing 
mood, Bensonhurst resident 
John Cusimano admitted that 


he wasn’t interested in own- 
ing an iPad — until the hype 
took over. 

“When the time comes, 
it’s exciting, and you want 
to be the first one to have a 
new product,” he said. 

Asked if he feared being 
burned given Apple’s history 
of quickly slashing prices and 
adding additional features to 
newproducts, Halpin said ab- 
solutely not. 

“I’ve got an iPhone and 
I’ve got a MacBook, but I 
thought the other day, ‘Wow! 
This looks like a cool damned 
thing to get. So I’m just go- 
ing to buy it,’ ” he said. 

Brooklyn’s other Best Buy 
located inside the Gateway 
Center mall near Starred City 
was the only other place in 
the borough offering buy- 
ers first crack at the dandy 
device. 


NYU land grab? 

University wants more than just Polytech 



Polytech students hung out on the Downtown "quad" this 
week as NYU plots a deeper expansion into Brooklyn. 


Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

First they got their sciences, now 
they’re coming for the arts! 

New York University is plotting a 
huge, long-term expansion that goes 
far beyond the merger that brought 
the Polytechnic University engineer- 
ing program under its wing — and 
may now look to the Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music to collaborate for its 
next venture in Downtown’s grow- 
ing collegiate community. 

Two NYU officials confirmed 
that they’d look at performing arts 
as an option for one of the new sites, 
and will also likely focus on beef- 
ing up its science offerings, due to 
Polytech’s proximity. 

BAM representatives said they 
hadn’t heard of any plan to collabo- 
rate with NYU, but said the two en- 
tities have worked together on mu- 
sic education programs and that a 
more formal agreement is not out 
of the question. 

Until that time comes, NYU will 
look at growing its Downtown em- 

“We’ll probably look at a combi- 
nation of academic, administrative 
buildings, and student housing [in 
Downtown Brooklyn] ,” said Alicia 
Hurley, an NYU spokeswoman. 

But first, the acquisition — and 


renovation — of Poly tech’s current 
facilities on Jay Street and Myrtle 
Avenue. Once NYU fully takes over 
the 150-year-old engineering pro- 
gram by 2013, it’ll have the option 
of using Poly tech’s “air rights” for 
the rehabilitation, meaning devel- 


opers can build vertically or even 
transfer those rights to an adjacent 
building. 

It’s all part of NYU’s long-term 
plan to expand by a whopping one 
million square feet by 2031. 

Beyond plans for expansion, spe- 


cifics are unclear — Hurley said 
new sites haven’t even been deter- 
mined yet. She noted, however, that 
developers have been coming to the 
university with proposals since the 
news broke last week. 

“There certainly have been a lot 
of sites brought to us!” she said, 
though the developer details were 
not released by our anything-but- 
academic deadlines. 

Hurley added that despite being 
concentrated in Greenwich Village, 
NYU’s purple tentacles stretch well 
into other parts of Manhattan. (Full 
disclosure: Stephen Brown, a re- 
porter on this story, attended grad 
school at NYU.) 

“[Therefore], the university 
would be very flexible in our growth 
in Brooklyn,” she said. 

It’s not the first time planners 
have looked to Downtown as the 
new college hub of New York City 
— indeed, 35,000 students attend 
classes in the neighborhood — but 
it’s certainly the first formal step 
in that direction. 

NYU has sought to portray the 
major expansion in facilities as an 
effort to give proper space to its stu- 
dent body. NYU’s “square feet per 
student” lags far behind when com- 
pared to other major universities. 

Still, a major change in the de- 
mographics of Downtown may 
be in store. While NYU’s student 
body is estimated to only increase 
by roughly 4,000 through 2031 — 
Poly tech’s student body has grown 
by 66 percent since 2005, bringing 
it close to 4,000. APolytech spokes- 
woman said the school’s growth is 
“stabilizing,” but that it is still work- 
ing “to determine optimal enroll- 
ment for the long term.” 


Despite vote, Weiner toasts McMahon 


By Thomas Tracy 

for T he Brooklyn Pa per 

So much for all that talk of bad 
blood between city Democrats and 
Rep. Mike McMahon over the fresh- 
man’s “No” vote on health care re- 
form. 

On Wednesday night, Rep. An- 
thony Weiner — as loud a “Yes” 
vote on the measure as McMahon 
was a “No” vote — was the keynote 
speaker at a $250- to $l,000-per- 
plate fundraiser for McMahon’s re- 
election. 

The event also brought out a slate 
of Democratic politicians to the tony 
Woolworth Tower Kitchen in Man- 


hattan, America’s official congres- 
sional ATM. 

Weiner (D-Sheepshead Bay) co- 
hosted the event with Councilmen 
Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) andDo- 
menic Recchia (D-Bensonhurst). 

Weiner was subbing for Coun- 
cil Speaker Christine Quinn, who 
dropped out after McMahon voted 
against the measure on March 23. 

Unlike Quinn, Weiner said that 
McMahon’s vote did not require him 
to be drummed out of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

“He [McMahon] asked me to 
come and speak and I was glad to 
do it,” Weiner said. “He’s going to 


be around a long time. I think he’s 
a good congressman, even though 
we drew different conclusions about 
this vote.” 

McMahonhas said that he voted 
against the reform bill because he 
believed it would result in cuts to 
hospitals in his district. Weiner dis- 
agreed, supporting the bill because 
it would cut costs. 

“There are times he and I are go- 
ing to disagree,” Weiner said, “but 
overall, he’s doing a good job.” 

Weiner is being more under- 
standing than the Working Fam- 
ilies Party and a handful of labor 
unions, which pulled support from 


McMahon in the wake of the health- 
care vote. The Working Families 
Party says it will seek a progres- 
sive Democrat to run against the 
centrist McMahon. 

On the other flank, two GOP 
candidates are fighting to take on 
McMahon inNovember: Policy ad- 
viser Michael Allegretti and for- 
mer FBI agent and Gulf War vet 
Michael Grimm. 

Fornow, neither has raised enough 
money to dent McMahon’s $ 1 -mil- 
lion-plus war chest — a stash of cash 
that will get still bigger on Wednes- 
day night, thanks to the help of some 
Democratic friends. 
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Sisterhood of the 7th Ave coffee 


-CJepaR|<Sl9P£ 


S martmom and her sis- 
ter Diaper Diva love 
talking to each other 
about their kids. Whenever 
they get together for cof- 
fee on Seventh Avenue, at 
ConnMuffCo or Sweet Me- 
lissa, it’s a non-stop debrief- 
ing session about the lat- 
est, breaking news on Teen 
Spirit, the Oh So Feisty One 
and Ducky. 

Without a doubt, it’s what 
they talk about more than 
anything else. 

More than their hus- 
bands. And they talk about 
them plenty. 

More than their parents. 
And they talk about them 

More than their friends. 
And they talk about them 

More than their careers. 
And they talk about that 

So what do they talk about 
when they talk about their 
kids? In a word: everything. 
No detail is too small, no sub- 


ject is too big. They both seem 
to be intensely interested in 
each other’s children. And 
that’s a good thing because 
otherwise they’d be bored 
to death. 

Over skim lattes, Diaper 
Diva fills in Smartmom on 
the minutiae of 5-year-old 
Ducky’s day. What time she 
woke up, how she jumped 
into her parent’s bed for a 
big snuggle, the oatmeal she 
ate for breakfast, what she’ll 
have for lunch. 

Diaper Diva tells Smart- 
mom how Ducky insisted 
on wearing her red tutu to 
school andher multi-colored 
Mary Jane sneakers; that “Al- 
vin and the Chipmunks : The 
Squeakquel” is her current 
favorite video, that “The 
Magic Schoolbus” is her fa- 
vorite book series, and Ma- 
genta is still her most cher- 
ished stuffed animal. 

Lately, they’ve been talk- 
ing about how to get Ducky 
to stop sucking her thumb. 
Smartmom was a thumb- 



nally “joined the unhooked rush, rush, rush to get her 


FAMILY CALENDAR 


FRI, APRIL 9 

11:30 am: Storytime witl 
Emily. Weekly event. 


Ave. at Pacific Street in 
Boreum Hill, (718) 236-4086]. 
6:15 pm: Movie night. 
Weekly event. Moxie Spot 
(see venue info above). 

SAT, APRIL 10 

10 am: Little League open- 
ing day parade. Celebrate 
the coming of spring and 

Brooklyn Little Leaguers and 
Park Slope, with the ceremo- 

Free. Prospect Park [Seventh 
Avenue at Carroll Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-8954], 
www.prospectpark.org. 
10:30 am: Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 



tland Aver 


in Fort 


, (718) 246-0200], 
abookstoreinbrooklyn. 

11:30 am-12:15 pm: "Musi 


Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. 
between Nevins Street and 

(718) 855-7808]. 

1 pm: "Ti-Oh-Oh (The Sky 
show performed by Chinese 


(Adults free). Gallery Players 
[199 14th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 595-0547 
x3], galleryplayers.com. 

1-4 pm: Spring Wash Day. 
See Saturday, April 12. 

2 pm: Dirty Sock Funtime 
Band. $6. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 

Flatbush, (718)951-4500]. 

4 pm: William Lach. Author 
of "My Friends the Flowers." 
Will also teach a hands-on 


MON, APRIL 12 

50 pm: Babies and books, 
se. Dyker Library [8202 


Hill, (718) 398-8713], www. 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 
11:30 am: Singalong with 
Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan- 
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
ooklyn 
(718) 923-9710], 


FRI, APRIL 16 

11:30 am: Storytime with 
Emily. See Friday, April 9. 


SAT, APRIL 17 

9:30 am-1 pm: Earth Day 
planting. Get your hands 
dirty and enjoy making the 
neighborhood gret 




WED, APRIL 14 

THURS, APRIL 15 

11 am: Dance around with 
Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
4ve. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 


Pratt Area Commi 
cil [15 Quincy St. b 


10:30 am: Story time for 
kids. See Saturday, April 10. 
12:30 pm and 2 pm: 

"The Secret Garden ...of 

$5. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 


lyrics to many of his songs. 
She knows about his propen- 
sity for sleeping late into the 
day, his college applications 
and his road trip to Austin, 

Diaper Diva knows the 
names and faces of OSFO’s 
friends and all the latest gos- 
sip. She knows the brand of 
OSFO’s favorite eyeliner, 
her shoe size and that she 
still likes playing with her 
American Girl dolls. 

Needless to say, she knows 
about other things, too. 
Smartmom can brag a blue 
streak and not worry about 
sounding cocky around her 
sister. She toldher in excruci- 
ating detail about the perfor- 
mance of Teen Spirit’s band 
Bad Teeth at Vox Pop last Oc- 
tober. “He was really great,” 
she told Diaper Diva. “And 
I’m not saying that because 
I’m his mother. “He’s RE- 
ALLY talented.” 

Diaper Diva believed 

And it’s not just the good 
stuff that Smartmom tells her 
sister. She also shares her 
worries, her insecurities, her 
deep dark fears. She can say 
things she would never say to 
anyone else for fear of judg- 
ment or even Child Protec- 
tive Services. Diaper Diva 
knows all the really dumb 
things Smartmom has done 
and all the near misses (like 
the time Teen Spirit nearly 
drowned in the bathtub). 

She knows things Smart- 
mom wouldNEVER EVER 
write about in her column so 
just forget it. 

Likewise, Smartmom 
knows about all the times Di- 
aper Diva loses her temper 
or spends too much money 
on Ducky or yells too loud or 
lets her get away with mur- 
der. She knows her proud- 
est parenting moments and 
the stuff she’s embarrassed 

T he sisters like to think 
that their conversa- 
tions are judgement- 
free. But the truth is, they 
do occasionally act mean 
and judgemental. They are 
sisters after all. Smartmom 
really had a fit when Dia- 
per Diva told her she should 
have NEVER let OSFO dye 
her hair blue. 

“But she wanted blue,” 
Smartmom said. 

“You don’t have to do ev- 
erything that she wants,” Di- 
aper Diva spit out. 

Ouch. 

Oh yeah? Well, Smartmom 
hates it whenDucky gets time- 
outs when she’s over. 

“I hate to hear her cry 
in her room,” Smartmom 
told DD. 

Diaper Diva thinks Smart- 


“They have nowhere to 
put their clothing. It’s such 
a mess,” she told Smart- 

It can get ugly — andsome- 
;s storms off. It’s 
rassingtobeleft 
Sweet Melissa 
just as the waiter brings DD’s 
oatmeal. 

“Can you wrap that up? ” 
Smartmom tells the waiter 
with studied nonchalance. 
“She had to go.” 

The sisters usually make 
up within an hour or so be- 
cause they know it’s futile to 
stay mad at each other for too 
long. Besides, there’s always 
something new to talk about 
— and who else are they go- 
ing to tell? 



Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for 
campers age 3V4 to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


Open Houses for 
Summer Camp 
April 10 & 24 


New This Year 
Cirque d’Ete 

for campers entering 


718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 



BROOKLYN 


Fencing Center 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 
proud to be Brooklyn's first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 
the excitement and joy of fencing more 
j accessible to Brooklynites of all ages! 
Group Classes 

beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults 

Private Lessons • Summer Camps 

Ull€ DO FENCING BIRTHDflVS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 


62 Fourth St (corner of HoYt) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 


SUMMER AT 

Jtuggs 




DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE FUN 


• Water Play • Music & Movement 

• Sprinklers • Gym Facilities 

• Large Outdoor Yard • Art Projects 

• Spacious Classrooms 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3-5 years old 

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 718-230-5255 
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CHURCH 1... 


Continued from page 1 
“You can’t use public funds 
for religious purposes.” 

A spokeswoman for 
Ellerbe Beckett, the are- 
na’s architecture firm, was 
able confirm that a medita- 
tion room was in the blue- 
prints — and that it is likely 
unprecedented. 

“To our knowledge, the 
meditation room at Barclays 
Center will be the first med- 
itation room to be included 
in a new NBA arena,” said 
the spokeswoman, Sara Cz- 


One close follower of the 
sports industry was initially 
taken aback by the spirit- 
soothing revelation. 

“It seems so odd,” said 
Robert Boland, a profes- 
sor of sports management 
at New York University. 
“It’s like, ‘I’m going to put 
a scuba diving tank in my 
arena, too.’ ” 

Upon reflection, however, 
Boland noted that the room 
could serve many different 
purposes. 



And it was all Rev. Her- 
bert Daughtry's idea, 
apparently. 


“Increasing the potential 
use of an arena is smart,” 
Boland said. “I can see this 
space being a place for a 
Sunday morning mega- 
church. It could open the 
door to that community.” 

He added that the room 
could potentially be a rev- 
enue generator if it could 
accommodate a large con- 
gregation. 

And that’s a big deal at 
the Barclays Center, where 
the main tenant only needs 
the space for 41 games (and 
possibly a few more if your 
prayers are answered and 
the team makes the play- 
offs). 


ing to have an issue over 
what its second, third and 
fourth tenants are going to 
be,” Boland explained. “A 
mega-church could be a po- 
tential renter of the facility 
— there isn’t a lot of bas- 
ketball played on Sunday 
mornings.” 

Sports and prayer have 
been linked as long as there 
has been athletic competi- 
tion, but a recentUSAToday 
story noted a “faith surge” 
in professional sports. But 
that trend is mostly limited 
to players. A meditation 
room could bring prayer 
to the people in the cheap 


For now, all observ- 
ers can do is speculate. A 
spokesman for Forest City 
Ratner would not reveal 
the design of the room, or 
whether it would be open 
during hours when the 
arena is not hosting an 
event after it opens, slated 
for the 2012-13 basketball 
season. 

Of course, there is at 
least one likely benefit to 
the room: it could serve as a 
sanctum for spiritually dev- 
astated fans and basketball 
players if the Nets continue 
their role as the whipping 
boy of the NBA. 


77SH... 


Continued from page 1 

“The doctor said it was 
a deep laceration and he 
wanted to give me stitches, 
but I said no,” said the cou- 
rageous councilwoman, who 
refused to provide this news- 
paper with her medical re- 

Day, who was loading re- 
cyclables in his 1993 Chevy 
Astro van at the time of the 


accident, said the scratch was 
no more than three inches 
and not very deep. 

James sued, claiming in 
court papers she sustained 
“serious, severe and perma- 
nent [injuries] to her limbs 
and body.” 

How serious her injuries 
were is a matter of conten- 
tion. The alleged accident oc- 
curred weeks before her re- 
election campaign last year, a 


fight she waged with her cus- 
tomary vigor. Additionally, 
several of James’s Council 
colleagues told this news- 
paper that they did not re- 
call James limping or us- 
ing crutches during the 
summer. 

After this newspa- 
per broke the story of the 
councilwoman’s lawsuit, 
everyone from Internet 
commenters to bloggers 
to the editorial page of the 
Daily News openly mocked 

“[She is an] idiot who is 


suing a man because she 
bumped her shin,” posted 
“Bob.” “The people who 
agree with her are part of 
the problem withNew York 
City.” 

But until last week, James 
was not dissuaded from her 
bump-and-scratch suit, say- 
ing that she would only drop 
the case if Day removed 
the hitch — but the feisty 
61-year-old Texan refused, 
noting state law allows such 
automotive appendages. 

But something changed, 
though with little public fan- 


fare. In fact, Day said he only 
found out that the lawsuit 
was dropped because he ran 
into James herself near her 
on Clifton Place near his 
apartment. 

“She just got out ofher car 
and came over to me, shook 
my hand and said, ‘You won 
the case. Congratulations,’ ” 
said Day. 

The laborer said he 
doesn’t hold any grudges 
against the lawmaker. But 
when James again suggested 
that he remove the hitch, he 
shook his head. 


“It’spartofmy work. It’s 
my livelihood and I paid to 
put it on there,” he said. 

For her part, James said 
she could have handled the 
issue differently. 

“I wanted him to remove 
the hitch when not in use, 
but he refused,” James said. 
“I did file the suit, but he’s 
the one who brought it to 
the media. 

“But in the end, the Texan 
wins,” James added. “I’ll fo- 
cus on the issues that really 
matter to my constituents, 
and we’ll all move on.” 



Community news. 
Un-decaffeinated. 


If you don’t want to miss what’s happening 
around town, we’re your go-to. 

Your Community Paper. Told ya. 
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PARK... 


Continued from page 1 
testing,” said Anne-Katrin 
Titze, a professor of Litera- 
ture at Hunter College who 
visits the park daily. “Is there 
no shame? The test does not 
measure the conditions at the 
lake when we discovered the 
dead animals.” 

Titze, along with her com- 
panion, Ed Bahlman, has re- 
cently become an outspoken 
critic of the park as a bizarre 
series of animal deaths, fires, 
and disgusting animal guts 
have swept through the west- 
ern edge of the lake. 

“The lake was tested two 
weeks too late to save the 
animals,” said Titze, refer- 
encing the opossums, turtle, 
fish, and ultimately, one of 
the park’s celebrity swans — 
John Boy — which all met 
their demise in roughly one 
week, all in the same area. 

Bahlman added, “It took 
what happened to John Boy 
and the other animals to spur 

But after two weeks of in- 
action in response to at least 
two fires that burnt swathes 
of reeds along the lake, as 
well as the appearance of 
chicken heads and other as- 
sorted viscera floating on the 
edge of the lake, the park said 
it would be ramping up se- 
curity in the area. 

“Parks Department per- 
sonnel and the New York 
City Police Department 


have heightened their sur- 
veillance of the lake and ad- 
jacent areas of the Park,” Pa- 
in addition, Patron prom- 
ised that any other animals 
that turned up dead in the 
area would be tested — a 
clear change in policy from 
previous weeks, when a dead 
duck, along with many other 
creatures, were thrown in the 
trash. John Boy, whose cause 
of death remains highly de- 
bated, was cremated before 
a thorough autopsy could be 
carried out, fueling additional 
conspiracy theories. 

“That’s a major positive 
change in policy,” Bahl- 

Despite all the unanswered 
questions, Patron reiterated 
that the grisly goings-on were 
in line with the normal course 
of events as winter gives way 
to spring. 

“The recent death of a swan 
... is thought to have been 
the result of injuries the ani- 
mal sustained during a fight 
with another swan — swans 
are highlyterritorial birds, es- 
pecially during the spring mat- 
ing season,” Patron said. 

He added, “Similarly, the 
remains of a few other ani- 
mals found in the park in the 
last few weeks . . . are in keep- 
ing with the normal course of 
wildlife mortality in a large, 
urbanpark at the end of a dif- 
ficult winter.” 


MARTY... 


Continued from page 1 
fended a female employee, 
Brigette Geary. Despite hav- 
ing recently attended a “staff- 
wide class on a safe workplace 
and all that stuff,” — in his 
own words — Atkins failed 
to file the proper paperwork 
related to the incident. 

Despite handling the 
matter without documenta- 
tion, the joke apparently dis- 
turbed Geary a great deal: 
she “started calling the bor- 
ough president in the middle 
of the night over the week- 
end and leaving voicemails,” 
Atkins said. 

A nickname Markowitz 
gave to one of his staffers 
follows a similar vein. 

In the deposition, Markow- 
itz admits referring to a for- 
mer press secretary, Regina 
Afram, as “Tinkerbell,” due 
to her tendency to leave vari- 
ous items scattered about the 
hallowed offices of Borough 
Hall like “pixie dust.” 

“Wherever she would go 
in the building, she would 
have a habit of dropping off 
her things sort of like dust 
here, dust here — that’s what 
Tinkerbell did,” Markowitz 
said in the deposition. 

But the Beep quickly 
added that he meant noth- 
ing insulting about his pos- 
sibly demeaning character- 

“Tinkerbell was not a bad 
character, she was a loving 
character,” he testified. “But 
just dropping off stuff, for- 
getting all of her stuff ev- 
erywhere . . . you could fol- 
low her [track] by where she 
went in the building. ... I cer- 
tainly would not announce in 
the whole building, ‘Tinker- 
bell is here.’ Come on, it’s in 
the family here.” 

In the deposition, Weiss’s 
lawyers frequently try to un- 
earth evidence of unequal 
treatment depending on gen- 
der. Reinforcing this is the han- 
dling of one of Weiss’s pre- 
decessors as communications 
director, Michael Kadish. 

According to Markowitz, 
Kadish failed to show up for 
work on occasion, and when 
he did appear, he looked “like 
he didn’t go home at night 
anymore.” 

Nevertheless, he contin- 
ued gettingpaychecks despite 
his poorperformance until he 
resigned and left the coun- 
try and — in the words of 
Markowitz — “decided to 


follow love somewhere in 
Venezuela.” 

Another central claim in 
Weiss’s suit is that Markowitz 
used his paid staff for work 
on his 2005 reelection cam- 
paign — a possible breach of 
regulations. 

Markowitz admitted that 
Weiss “may have” helped pre- 
pare him for debates. But the 
Beep added, “It’s completely 
appropriate for members of 
the staff to prepare their 
principal in terms of public 
policy that the office of the 
borough president has been 
involved in.” 

Atkins also touches on 
the same subject, saying 
Weiss may have examined 
campaign press releases, but 
only in her capacity as a vol- 
unteer — a claim that she 
disputes. 

In response to the new rev- 
elations, Diana Goell Voigt, a 
city lawyer who is representing 
Markowitz, said that Weiss’s 
claims “are baseless.” 

Another of the Beep’s law- 
yers, Jason Otafio, sought to 
debunk the notion of an im- 
mature boy’s club at Borough 
H a ll . 

“Our staff is majority-mi- 
nority, and 62 percent of our 
staffers are women. Of 12 
management-level employ- 
ees, two are under age 40, 
and seven, including the dep- 
uty borough president, are 
women,” Otano said. 

But one final detail hints 
at the rampant machismo at 
Borough Hall. Markowitz’s 
testosterone-fueled staff was 
so full of bluster that it even 
had lengthy internal discus- 
sions on how best to pick a 
fight with The Brooklyn Pa- 
per because the Beep had be- 
come irked with the paper’s 
hard-hitting, award-win- 
ning coverage of the Atlan- 
tic Yards project. 

“At a staff level [there 
were] numerous discussion 
about how they [The Brook- 
lyn Paper] were going about 
their . . . unfair and unbal- 
anced coverage of Atlantic 
Yards,” Atkins said, adding 
that the staff discussed cut- 
ting off The Paper from the 
borough president’s regular 
press releases. 

ever agreed upon,” he said. 
“I certainly wished it.” 

Brooklyn Paper Editor 
Gersh Kuntzman declined 
to comment. 


THIEF... 


Continued from page 1 
selves to anything in front,” 
she said. 

Over the years, Blake esti- 
mated she’s lost hundreds of 
pots and plants — and hun- 
dreds of dollars. 

“I always bring it up to 
the police,” she noted. 

Cops said they are alert to 
the situation, but are having 
trouble pinning down the var- 
mint because “no one is really 
making reports on it,” said 
Capt. Bill Russo of the 78th 
Precinct. “We’ve haven’t got- 
ten any physical complaints, 
but we are aware, and look- 

Eladia’s Kids, a childcare 
center on Flatbush off Pros- 
pect Place, is among the vic- 
timized. Sarah Valk, the ad- 
ministrative director there, 
said that a small evergreen — 
pot and all — outside disap- 
peared last September. 

“I was baffled at the au- 
dacity of someone taking 
the pot in broad daylight,” 
she said. “I just watered it, 
and the next minute, it was 
gone.” 

As shocking as it was, 
Valk said she never told cops 
about the incident — and has 


now taken matters into her 
own hands, locking up the 
center’s pots with formida- 
ble steel cables. 

Stealing a plant or flow- 
erpot would likely be con- 
sideredpetty larceny, which 
is the theft of property val- 
ued below $1,000. As such, 
it would not typically show 
up in our weekly police blot- 
ter or in a precinct’s Comp- 
Stat statistics. 

The situation might not be 
exclusive to Park Slope. In 
front of Breeze Demolition 
on Bay Street in Red Hook, 
the trunks of mid-sized plants 
are kept safe by a Guantanamo 
Bay-esque ring ofbarbed wire. 
A worker declined to discuss 
the high security measure. 

Cherry Blake said the 
thief — or thieves — treats 
the neighborhood like his own 
personal nursery. 

“If they see anything they 
want, they just take it,” she 
said. 

She now keeps her plants 
imprisoned behind an iron 
gate, confident that one day, 
plant owners will get some 
re-leaf. 

“Eventually, he or she will 
get caught,” she said. 




April 9-15, 2010 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.t 


(718) 260-2500 


AWP 11 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

PERSONAL TRAINER | 

| HEALTH & FITNESSj 

Our Customers 

Call NOW form hole training at 
71 8-506-7368 or visit 

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com 

# Saturday Morning 
U Yo S a 

T 10:30 am-12 noon 

55 Cranberry Street 
Brooklyn Hts. 

Assumption Church Undercroft Space 

Saturdays thru May 22 

$15 per session. Certified Yoga Instructor. 
Hatha Yoga/Sivananda Practice. 

718-213-2062 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S 
WORTH 

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax 

Tel: 718 260.2588 

Fax: , 260.2549 

WORKSHOPS | 

READ FOR SAVINGS 
ADVERTISE FOR 

results 

To Place Your Ad Call 

Iel: 7U 260.2588 

TUTORING 

Energetic & creative teach- 
er specializing in MATH, 
WRITING & HISTORY. All 
NYS exams, creative writ- 
ing & reasoning for chil- 
dren of all ages. 

CALL ELLIE 
347-276-3110 


NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED AVENUE 



MISCELLANEOUS 


ffpTTT7 T Trri irrmr i 


888-516-JUNK (5865) 


ISMM 


READ FOR SAVINGS 
ADVERTISE FOR 

RESULTS 

To Place Your Ad Call 

Tel: 71B 260.2588 
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My car went 
to Heaven! 

* 


718 - 491-2525 


SPACE 

KEMTAE 


917 - 216-8754 


START YOUR 
OWN BUSINES 
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FAMILY CLASSIFIED 

| ENTERTAINMENT || 

Looking for New 
Customers? 
Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call 

718-260-2588 

Rico the Clown 

Maeician & Comical Nerd 
Birthday parties and special 

"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 
917-318-9092^ 44 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


State University of New York | 1"\ 3wxTi.-r.htw* i r™ 

Notice to Bidders UOWNSTATE 

Medical Cfldler 


The State University of New York, Dowrstate Medical Center will receive Qualifications from 
Consulting Firms to provide architectural design and construction administration services for 
Project No: 08-174, SUCF #1 4B02 "Basic Science Building Sheet Metal Shop Safety Initiatives" 
until 2:00 p.m. Local Time on May 1 4th, 201 0 at 450 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 203, 
Box 113. 

Minimum Mandatory Requirements: Candidates shall fulfill the following minimum criteria through 
submissions: 

1. ) Minimum five (5) years experience in the design of metal fabrication facilities projects of a 
similar size, scope and complexity. 

2. ) Primary firm shall have a minimum of five (5) years experience as a professional practice. 

3. ) Professional staff with NYS Professional Licensed) (i.e. Architect, Engineer). 

All work on this Contract is to be completed within 337 calendar days starting ten (10) calendar 
days after the contract approval date of the New York State Comptroller. 

A complete set of documents for this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) may be obtained from: 
Ray Selvadurai, Purchase Associate Contracts and Procurement Department. SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center. 450 Clarkson Avenue. Box 1 1 3. Brooklyn. NY 1 1 203. telephone number (718) 
826-4943, email: ray.selvadurai8downstate.edu. There is no cost for the RFQ documents. 

Five (5) complete sets of Qualifications must be submitted in accordance with the instructions 
container in the Request for Qualifications. 

It is the policy of the State of New York and the State University of New York to encourage minority 
business enterprise participation in this project by contractors, subcontractors and suppliers, 
and all bidders are expected to cooperate in implementing this policy. 

The State University of New York reserves the right to reject any or all proposals. 
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NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT: COUNTY 
OF KINGS - U.S. BANK NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUC- 
TURED ASSET INVESTMENT 
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Toilets on the way for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It looks like the facilities at Pier 
1 of Brooklyn Bridge Park won’t be 
piss-poor after all! 

Hours after this newspaper published 
an online story noting the lack of rest- 
rooms at Pier 1 at the foot of Old Ful- 
ton Street in DUMBO — the one with 
acres of fresh new lawn, a kiddy park 
and awesome views on the water — the 
president of the park’s development cor- 
poration contacted our staff. 

“We will have the bathroom up 
and running [by the end of April],” 
promised Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
velopment Corporation President Re- 
gina Myer. 

The announcement will certainly 
come as something of a, um, relief not 
only to park-goers, but to area busi- 
nesspeople. Since it opened in March, 
the park has attracted plenty of vis- 
itors, yet given them no way to an- 
swer nature’s call — except to head 
to the nearest restaurant. 

That restaurant happens to be Pete’s 
Downtown, across the street from the 
pier. Owner Peter Thristino has a sit- 
uation on his hands. 

“Now I’ve got my own customers 



Pete Thristino, owner of Pete's 
Downtown, has installed a sign 
telling Brooklyn Bridge Park go- 
ers that his bathroom is for "pa- 


lined up to use the bathroom,’ ’ said Thris- 
tino. ‘T have to spend money to man the 
door now, all because a multi-million- 
dollar park doesn’t have a pisser.” 


Thristino said the facilities’ absence 
paired with a lack of transportation out 
of the area can make for some messy sit- 
uations athis eatery. Henoted, of course, 
that the pier created a new, wider cus- 
tomer base for him, but that “people 
buying a soda and lining up to use the 
bathroom” is unacceptable. 

When told about Myer’s promise to 
install portable toilets by mid-April, 
Thristino said his “prayers have been 
answered,” and that he’ll take the hur- 
dle in stride. 

He and other restaurant owners 
in the immediate vicinity have been 
touting the park as an easy business 
pusher. With six acres of free, open 
space, the warm months approaching 
and the opening of Pier 6 in the near 
future, it’s easy to see why DUMBO 
businesses — the posh River Cafe, No. 
1 Front Street, and Grimaldi’s Pizze- 
ria among them — are thriving (as if 
Brooklyn Bridge didn’t have tourists 
in the first place). 

“It’s a lot more beautiful than the 
trucking facility that was in its place,” 
said nearby Brooklyn Ice Cream Fac- 
tory owner Mark Thompson. “It’s great 
to see all these people out so early in 
spring.” 


THOMAS... 

Continued from page 1 



said. “I grew into it.” 

Now she’s leaving the big- 
gest power — and park — 
vacuum since the retirement 
of Robert Moses. 

Finding a replacement will 
be difficult because of Thom- 
as’s achievements, whichre- 
stored Olmsted and Vaux’s 
1 9th-century vision of a nat- 
ural haven of rolling hills and 
wooded areas, a vision that 
had been lost in the fiscal cri- 
ses of the 1970s. 

Today, the park is a vi- 
brant public area consid- 
ered the heart and lungs of 
Brooklyn. Many believe that 
Thomas’s indefatigable effort 
actually stopped the rotation 
of Olmsted and Vaux in their 
respective graves. 

“I wanted to make sure 
people from every income 
level and every culture 
felt welcome in the park,” 
Thomas told The Brooklyn 
Paper on Tuesday. “And I feel 
we’ve done that.” 

It’s certainly true that dur- 
ing Thomas’s three-decade 
tenure, the park has gone 
from 1-1/2 million visitors 
annually to nine million — 
including one regular visitor 
who was there every step of 


the way. 

“Tupper came to our bor- 
ough as a shy and retiring 
small-town Minnesotan, 
but quickly became a real 
Brooklyn character with 
‘chutzpah,’ ” said Borough 
President Markowitz. “[She] 
successfully transformed our 
526-acre ‘green’ marvel into 
a model upon which all urban 
parks are measured.” 

Others praised Thomas 
for coming up with off-leash 
hours for dogs — an idea that 
eventually became popular 
throughout the city. 

“The park was horrible, 
you used to risk your life go- 
ing into the park,” said Tony 
Chiappelloni, the president 
of the dog advocacy group, 
FIDO. “The only people that 
went in were dog walkers and 
crack addicts. She saw that 
once people went in with 
the dogs, others would fol- 

One key to Thomas’s suc- 
cess was the establishment of 
the Prospect Park Alliance in 
1987, which opened the door 
to money from corporations, 
grants, and wealthy residents 
along the park — especially 
on Prospect Park West. 

“For many years the city 
came in and ‘fixed’ a lot 


of things, but there was no 
maintenance, no programs,” 
Thomas said. “We had to stop 
this horrible spiral of ‘fix and 
drop’ — having the ability 
to bring in private dollars . . . 
was great.” 

And Thomas is still on the 
hunt for those private dollars 
— $20 million of them — to 
secure the remaning fund- 
ing for the Lakeside project, 
which involves new skating 
rinks and a more natural look 
for the eastern shore of the 


lake, before she steps down 
in January. 

Thomas was a fundraising 
and marketing giant, adding 
events such as an annual ball, 
but if there was one knock on 
her, critics say she is a bit slow 
to respond to negative news 
inside the park, as with last 
year’s reports of tardy park 
clean-ups after busy week- 
ends or this year’s reports 
of dumping of animal parts 
and ritualistic slayings near 
the lake. 


ARCHITECTS 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 
•Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 
•Construction Management - 

General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 
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MEDICAL HELP WANTED 
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I Join a company 
that cares 

| aboutyOU! 

BRONX, BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN & QUEENS 
Bilingual Spanish or Russian/English a + 
- $8.25/hr • $10/hr for 4 hr shifts 
• $1 40/Day for Live-In Cases 
•Full Medical (Health, Dental, Vis, Life) 

$100 Bonus (Sign-on or refer-a-friend, Live-ins only) 

Edison Home Health Care 



NEW HEIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

Siding • Windows • Roofing • Fences 
Kitchens • Painting • Baths • Basements • Decks 
Doors • Awnings • Patio Enclosures 
1 Bri ck Pointing • Concrete Stucco 

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS 

800-525-5102 

FREE ESTIMATES 718-767-0044 



BATHTUB REGLAZING 


One Day Bath Solutions! 

Save up to 90% replacement cost 


Expert Reslazins for: 
Bathtubs & Sinks 
Wall & Floor Tile 

Refinished Like New 
Finished in any color 


Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 
doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets 


Premier Baths Inc. 
718-238-8460 
1 -866-399-TUBS (8827) 


NO LIMIT 
CONTRACTING 


Renovations and 
Restorations 
One Call Does It All 

kitchens • bathrooms 
carpentry • windows 
skim-coating • flooring 
wood refinishing 
Designer Available 
Licensed and Insured 
Nolimitcontracting@gmail.com 


DECKS 

by Bart ; -0- r 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 


We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRA inc 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job loo small! 
Specializing in Power Failure Generators 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electricinn 

718-522-3893 


A&A ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING 

All Aspects of 
Electrical Work 
Licensed NYC & NJ 

P. 718-488-5800 
C. 917-560-6188 

ElectricBid@gmail.com 


ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS 
■f & REPAIR 

_ We Keep You in Power 

With the Best Rates!! 
Residential & Commercial 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


ESTATE 

PURCHASES 



Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs^ 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


- Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
• Custom Colors & Designs 


Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Design, 
Installation, General Clean-Ups, 8, Moiniennnce 
For Wherever Your Garden Isl 


D&G Handyman 

Repairs & Home Improvements 
of All Kinds 
BIG & small 

Reasonable Prices 
Call: 718-788-1604 
Cell: 347-742-0181 

www.DGHandyman.com 


DoneRite Drywall 

Bathrooms * Kitchens 
* Flooring * 
Electrical * Plumbing 
All Work Guaranteed! 


917-496-4100 


KBM Handyman Services 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 



PAINTING 
THE TOWN 

by TOM 

■ NTERIOR/EXTERIO 

Commercial/Residential 

-A- WALLPAPERING ★ 
PLASTERING 
EXTREME LY NEAT 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 


(718)833-3916 

"I'll Paint Your Home As If It Was My Own" 
Visit our website: www.paintingbytom.com 


MOVERS-LICENSEDll PAINTING 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

( 718 ) 834-0470 


wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


E & J MOVING 

Lowest Rates from NY 
To Florida & in between 
www.ejmovers.com 

USDOT T37637 

877-445-4111 


Moving & Storage 

Licensed - Insured 
Local & Long Distance 
28 Years 

Family Owned Business 

800-273-5176 


mazeltovmovers.coi 

FREE Estimate 

DOT#672337 


>149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


CALL NED 


Cement Work •Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


FINEST 

T QUALITY 
PAINTING 

at ‘Discount Prices* 
Marvin Rosenberg 

718-260-9419 

347-406-4365 


To Advertise Call 

718-260-2588 
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QUALITY 

CRAFTSMAN 

PAINTING 


MESHING AND PLASTERING 




TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 4 



To Advertise Call 

718-260-2588 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
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(718) 263-8383 


WOOD STRIPPING 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

553 Union St Brooklyn, NY 11215 

rw.WeStripWood.com 



Commercial & Residential 
Pointing & Wpf Coatings 
Brick Replacement DCA Lie. #1329258 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


| FIVE STAR CARTING INC. | 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs * Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

E 718-349-7555 Es ™ 

as— 


Find Everything You’re Looking For Right Here!!! 
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REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
BROOKLYN 


CLINTON HILL 

Beautiful Spacious Lofts 

Near Subway. 

Only 10 Min. To Manhattan 


w.TAAFFELLOFTS.COM 


PROSPECT HEIGHTS 

Newly constructed Hi rise; 
& 3 BR; balconies 




shopping. 

Rent Starting $1 ,300. 

NO FEES + 1 month 
FREE RENT 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 
BROOKLYN 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 
FOR SALE BROOKLYN 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

1BR for Sale $369,000 


Pre-War Gem 
Prime Location. Newly 
Restored, hdwd firs, roof 
deck, elevator. ID#668987 

www.nycasagroup.com 
call 212-918-4856 

ote-mailaiigelo@iiycasagroup.com 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Fri. nights at 6:30 pm 


768-1453 a 


READ FOR SAVINGS 
ADVERTISE FOR 

MSIIITS 

To Place Your Ad Call 

Tel: ,ll 260.2588 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope’s Friendliest 


SHABBAT SERVICES 



















































